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The landscape is changing.  We are becoming a bicycling city, 
starting in the centre.  This happening not just through the 

proliferation of purpose-built facilities, but more profoundly by the 
progressive reduction in motorised traffic – which can be argued 
is even more of a benefit to cycling as a real means of transport.

This edition...
- Your Cycling Campaign: 
         Northern Distributor Rd 
         Cycle racks
         Tombland
         The Avenues
         Magdalen Street
         All Saints Green area
- Phyll’s Philosophies
- The Gallery
- Events 
- Contacts and Who’s Who
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read on for your review of the last quarter (year or century)

DOUBLE TAKE: Accessible 
by bike, Norwich’s second 
air terminal?
(New sign in Colegate)

FADING AWAY?  Far from it.  
The bicycle is fast becoming 

part of the landscape, 
perhaps making these road 

markings less necessary?
(Thorpe Road)

You will notice the look of the 
quarterly newsletter evolving as 
Norwich Cycling Campaign 
makes increasing use of social 
media to do its work and keep 
you informed.  The idea is to 
have a more unified look, while 
retaining the newsletter as a 
digest of progress.
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There is a always a lot going on these days.  Before we get onto
Pedalways, John Elbro updates us on other consultation work

1. Norwich Northern Distributor Road (NDR)
By the publication date of this Newsletter, the Secretary of State for Transport should have 

made known his decision on whether or not to grant development consent. You should be 

able to  read about his decision and the reasons for making it on the National Infrastructure 

portal at:
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/eastern/norwich-northern-distributor-

road-ndr/
Once the decision is announced, there is a six-week period in which the decision may be 

challenged in the High Court by the process of Judicial Review.

If the NDR is given the go ahead, in part, or in total, Norwich Cycling Campaign will be 

looking closely at the Inspector’s Recommendations to see what progress has been made 

towards meeting our concerns about inadequacies in provision for cyclists. 

Will there be safe means of crossing the road at the many roundabouts planned? Will there 

be a move to making the surface of the tracks for non-motorised users (NMRs) more cycle 

friendly? Will additional routes have been added to facilitate longer distance cycle 

commuting?
In the absence of any specific recommendations about the nature of the surface of the tracks, 

Norwich Cycling Campaign will be approaching the Norfolk County Council to meet with 

them and other groups representing NMRs to discuss what form the surfaces of the tracks 

might take. Norfolk County Council Officers promised to arrange such a meeting at one of 

the open public meetings in the course of the enquiry.

If development for the NDR is refused, there will no doubt be a lot for cyclists to look for in 

“plan B”.

INFO

John
Elbro

2. Cycle Racks
Norwich Cycling Campaign recently had a case of approval being given in a development 
for Cycle Racks that appear not to meet the either national guidelines or Norwich City 
Council’s own guidelines for such installations. 
Unfortunately, by the time the Campaign was made aware of the application, it was too late 
to raise an objection. The difficulty is picking up on what is a tiny part of a large 
development, but which, for cyclists, can be an important issue. 
Please do alert the Campaign asap if you become aware of any part of a development that 
appears not to be in the best interest of cyclists. 
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continued from page 2     

3. Tombland
As reported in Newsletter 96, the Highways 
Committee decided in January to go ahead 
with a modified version of the originally 
proposed scheme, and construction has now 
started, beginning with the removal of the 
roundabout outside the Maid’s Head Hotel.
Needless to say, various comments appear 
in the press seeking to blame Norwich 
cyclists for the consequent ‘traffic chaos’, 
and even the loss of the tree on the 
roundabout! Above:  artist’s impression of proposals

Below:  Work in progress, May 2015

4. The Avenues
This project was also approved and 
started on 1st June.

How it should look...
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5. Magdalen Street
Previous newsletters have covered this scheme, which is now complete.  You will find a video of the southbound 
cycle route on the Campaign’s Facebook page. The designer is keen to get feedback on how it is working.
Here’s a photographic impression of parts of the route.  We have also included some newspaper cuttings from our 
archive of 1990!

continued from page 3     

Hello NCC
I thought you might be interested to know that new cycle stands are being installed 

on Magdalen Street as part of the cycle contraflow project

These are ‘M’ shaped stands that claim to offer the ability of more secure 

locking and are female bike friendly

We have aligned these parallel in granite setts to demarcate them from the 

footway; this is a space efficient way of siting them and also stops vehicles 

from parking on the footway

These stands were negotiated as part of the Access to Music planning 

application a couple of years ago; we safeguarded the £7k funds to spend for 

this scheme as there was no space on site for cycle parking

The cycle stands are intended to compliment the cycle contraflow offering 

cyclists the ability to hop off and park to shop locally and support local 

traders or commute to places such as Access to Music

I spotted the idea for parallel to the kerb cycle stands from a visit to Bloomsbury 

and Soho where they were commonplace.

We would of course welcome feedback about the scheme; soon we will have a 

Stage 3 safety audit to appraise the completed scheme, and in a year's time there 

will be Stage 4 safety audit.
User experiences are valuable and can inform which topics the safety audit 

considers, and to decide if any modifications to the scheme are required or not.

Let me know your views
Regards Kieran Yates  Transport Planner  kieran.yates@norwich.gov.uk

A bit of jostling 
for position?
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6. All Saints Green/JLP area
In summary, the proposed changes would see Westlegate pedestrianised and general traffic banned from part of All 
Saints Green and all of All Saints Street and Red Lion Street; traffic could still get to the Castle Mall car park, near 
the Vue cinema entrance, via alterations to Farmers Avenue.Traffic signals where Rouen Road meets Cattle Market 
Street would be removed and Thorn Lane closed at its junction with Ber Street. Rouen Road would be narrowed and 
a raised crossing point put in to serve the relocated walk-in health centre. The council acknowledges that the changes 
are likely to increase traffic in Ber Street by about 10pc. To deal with that, there are also proposals to make 
alterations at the junction of Finkelgate and Queens Road.
The good news is we would be able to cycle in both directions on Westlegate and Golden Ball Street.
If the Highways Committee agree with the proposals, there would be a public consultation in June or July.  

In Newsletter 96 we mentioned some possible concerns about the 
Generation Park proposals for the Utilities site.  The consultation is 

now in full progress ahead of the planning application, and 
Campaign members have been contributing views.

...meanwhile, twenty-five years ago we were already anticipating the year 2015….
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Phyll’s Philosophies

wonder at the length of time it's taken for our efforts to 
get cycling recognised and provided for in our potentially so 
cycle-friendly city and county.

In my last Philosophies I related my early cycling ex-
periences while in the London area, but it really was our 
move to the outskirts of Norwich which stimulated our 
cycling activities.  I can still remember that first weekend 
of our residence here, in December 1974, that our boys, 
then aged 9 and 13, and I went for a spin out to the 
surrounding villages along quiet country lanes.  It was 
magical!

We had always been keen youth hostellers, in fact I've 
spent more nights in Norwich YH, then in Earlham Road, 
than in any other as it was the base for our house-hunting 
activities.  For the boys and me our first cycling trip to a 
Norfolk YH was to Martham in 1977.  This was followed by 
a round-Norfolk ride staying at YHs in 1978, with the boys 
and I cycling round the Isle of Wight in 1979.  

In 1983 the Norwich YHA Local Group was formed, with 
more cycling/hostelling trips.  It was then that husband 
Bob took up cycling, at the age of 67, after realising what 
good things he was missing!  So by the time the Cycling 
Campaign was formed in 1990 we were well worn in.

Our first meetings that I remember were held in an upper 
room in Exchange Street.  I was very impressed by Les 
Hopkins, joint co-ordinator with Matthew Williams of the 
Campaign.  Les was very astute and well-spoken.  He could 
so easily have made a councillor 
or an MP if he hadn't been so 
addicted to cigarettes and alco-
hol, which I suppose sadly was 
one of the causes of his early 
demise.  Les organised several 
critical mass cycle rides around 
the city when a goodly number 
of cyclists demonstrated our 
existence as a force to be reckoned with, and provided for.  

In 1998 I took over the Campaign's chairmanship and in 
Newsletter 30 I wrote my first Chairman's Chat.  I wrote 
for every newsletter until someone else took over the 
chairmanship, when my contributions became ‘Phyll's 
Philosophies’.

There have been many local initiatives, both by the 
Campaign and the local newspapers.  I and other Campaign 
members have attended many conferences held throughout 
the country and in Europe.  I gave a paper on 'Women and 
Cycling' at the 1999 Velo-city Conference in Austria and 
Slovenia.  

In Norwich I gave a presentation to an audience of 
teachers, school governors, and health and transport 
professionals on the subject 'How can we encourage 
parents and teachers to allow children to cycle to school as 
part of an active lifestyle?'  As a teacher myself in the top 
class of a middle school I had plenty of suggestions and 
advice from my pupils!  We even invited another cycling 
campaign - Watford 'Spokes' - to visit us one bank holiday 
weekend to show them something of our city and 
countryside.

The headline on the front 
of the last Newsletter, 
number 96, asked 'Still an 
uphill struggle, or are we 
getting there?'  As we 
review our 25 years of 
existence we can but 

Remembering Les Hopkins, cutting 
from Norwich Mercury, October 1990

It's been a very active 25 years, nationally as well as locally.  
There have been various regional and government initiatives 
with books published, not just about cycling but promoting a 
more active lifestyle generally.  Here, in my drawer, are just 
a few –

From Vision to Action: increasing physical activity in Norfolk 
(2000), Road Transport and Health (BMA 1997), A New Deal 
for Transport: better for everyone (Govt White Paper 
1998), England's Cycling Country (East of England Tourist 
Board, late '90s), Our Can Do Vision for Norwich City Centre 
(Matthew Williams 1998), Vision 2000 (CTC), Reclaiming City 
Streets for People: chaos or quality of life (EC 2004), 
Cycling Strategy (Norwich City Council 1994-8), Cycling 2020 
(Cambridge Cycling Campaign 2008).  

All excellent publications with wonderful ideas, but not much 
to show on the ground, not here anyway.  Ideas come and 
go, not helped by changes of government or even govern-
ment reshuffles.  Our present Push the Pedalways scheme, 
actually now being installed, is a revolution!

*

After 67 contributions to these Newsletter pages I have 
now taken the decision to retire.  Sadly I am no longer able 
to cycle due to severe arthritis so feel rather out of things 
after 70 years of such enjoyable activity.  I continue to 
encourage others, but must myself turn my attention to the 
things I can still do - reading, writing, music, my embroidery 
and patchwork quilt making.  Sadly too I am no longer able to 
cultivate my garden, but I can still enjoy other people's 
gardens and allotments.  I'm still learning!

So now I look forward to seeing others take over my 
Newsletter page, with their different ideas and perceptions 
of things.  Let's get a bit of variety into it.  Feel inspired!  I 
may still write occasionally, but it's up to you lot now.

Let's enjoy the summer and our special anniversary!

   Signing off then,

(Left)
The plaque 
we erected 
at Vauxhall 
Street, 2008

Phyll Hardie
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...civilisation 
breaking out 
everywhere in 
Norwich...

The

Unlike some 
places...

Illustration from ‘Autokind vs. 
Mankind’ by Kenneth R. 
Schneider, found by Carlton Reid 
researching his new project Bike 
Boom.

Good to see surface repairs being made at Marriott’s Way

..apart from a temporary relapse, obstruction of the Pink Pedalway at Cow Drive.



        Website www.norwichcyclingcampaign.org         
     Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NorwichCyclingCampaign             
            Email info.norwichcyclingcampaign@gmail.com

   Chairman: Rotating chair: Jeff Jordan, Virginia Greasley and Christine Wilson
Treasurer & Membership: Bob Cutter (robert.cutter@mypostoffice.co.uk)
Secretary & City Council contact: Margaret Todd (margaret.todd@btinternet.com)

   Consultations: John Elbro (j.elbro@lineone.net)
   Website & Facebook Manager: Oliver Stretton-Downes (ollystrettondownes@gmail.com)

Newsletter Compiler: Matthew Williams (mattwill75@hotmail.com)
   Other committee members: Phyll Hardie, Tony Clarke, Ian Chapman, Richard Jennings, 

Edgar Fernandez
   Hon. Auditor Rachel Mold
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Members’ meetings normally take place monthly on the third Monday at 7.30 pm. 

       Forthcoming meetings:  15 June, 20 July, 17 August 2015 at 
Charing Cross Centre, 17-19 St John Maddermarket, Norwich NR2 1DN. 

!! Deadline for material for Autumn newsletter: 29th August 2015 !!  Your chance to contribute something...

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts & Who’s Who 

Visit us at
Events




