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So, here we all are again, Spring 
has sprung and we’re onto our second 

fully digital newsletter.

Maybe you’re reading this in glorious 
Technicolor having just opened it as an email 
attachment, good on you.  Perhaps you’ve 
taken the trouble to print out your personal 
copy so you can prop it up by the bath-taps.  
You may even be catching up after finding it 
on our website (in which case you’re still 
behind the times, it’s now at least June!).  Or 
you elected to opt out of the default delivery 
system and you’re just browsing the old-style 
monochrome paper copy you requested to be 
delivered through your door... ..whatever route 
we’ve found you, you’re extremely welcome 
and we hope you can find something of 
interest herein.

We had some encouraging feedback from the 
last newsletter, and we’re hoping to build on 
this.  Being efficient and informative is the 
name of the game.  And not wasting paper!

As your newsletter compiler, I can only work 
with the material that has landed in my intray, 

In this edition

- Important news about changes to 
    subscription arrangements

- Richard on scheme consultations

- Beccles Cycle Strategy

- Cycling in the Low Countries

- Phyll’s Philosophies

- Letters Round-up

- Contacts and Who’s Who

          ..and more.. all crammed onto 6 pages!

No stopping us: Those winter days are long past now
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to the wonderful cycling city of Norwich.  But 
just remember, the Editor’s decision is final!

Hopefully by now we’ve well and truly shaken 
off the shackles of Winter.  Seems a long time 
ago now, but I thought I’d include the picture 
below as a little reminder – it was taken at 
West Pottergate.  

The right kind of snow is an invaluable aid to 
cycle surveying and design, by preserving 
every subtle swerve of the passing cyclist.  
But when I count the tyre tracks and find an 
odd number, I know that phantom unicyclist 
has made another daring reappearance –
either that or Michael’s been doing his 
wheelies again!                            Matthew Williams

so once again I’d urge you, dear reader, to
consider sending me something for next time.  
Are you a bit of an amateur cartoonist?  A 
poet?  Okay then, just pen me a little article 
about your weekend outing or favourite 
commuter cycle short-cut, and maybe add a 
photo or two that we could reproduce to 
interest your fellow reader.

And if you have an opinion about the 
presentation or the content, do feel free to 
drop me a line or try using the Letters section, 
as you can on any subject you feel is relevant 

Something about plods on bikes
Apparently it’s something about the uniform, or so my mum 
used to tell me.  This vintage photograph dates from 1914 
and was taken in what is now Chapelfield Gardens, with the 
view across to Vauxhall Street in the background.



 IMPORTANT MESSAGE from the Membership Secretary:   
Changes to renewing your membership of Norwich Cycling Campaign 

 
 

We’ve been considering how to get more information to you on a more regular basis but in a cost 
efficient way.  Undoubtedly that will mean more use of the electronic medium of emails and website for 
those who have on-line access, whilst maintaining regular communication with some of our longstanding 
members who do not have such access.  
 
As part of this discussion, your management committee has been looking at ways in which we can be 
more effective and accessible to members by streamlining the way in which you annually renew your 
membership of Norwich Cycling Campaign. Rather than have four renewal times in a year, the 
management committee has agreed that we just have one renewal date.  That will be in June of each 
year, so we will spend the next year changing our subscription fees to bring everyone in line with the 
same renewal date.  Nobody will lose out as we’ll throw in 3 months of free membership at the same 
time!  So, if your renewal date is normally March (request sent with this newsletter), your next renewal 
request will be issued in June 2010 - fifteen months for the price of twelve!  An exact schedule of 
payments for renewals over the next year is below. 
 
Other administrative changes we’ve been introducing over the past few months to help streamline things 
include the following: 
 

• Newsletter emailed to those members who have email.  This will allow us to gradually move towards 
issuing news on a more responsive basis throughout the year so you don’t have to wait for the next 
quarter to hear about recent cycling campaign issues.  We will still post hard copies to all our 
members without email and to those who have requested hard copy rather than email. 

• Payment of subscription by PayPal via our website (www.norwichcyclingcampaign.org) or by direct 
payment into our bank account if you wish to pay online (details enclosed with your renewal request).  
Please note that we still welcome payment by cheque if you prefer. 

• Newsletters available to public as download from our website 3 months after publication to members. 
 
 

If your renewal  
is due: 

Your subscription fee will be: Your next renewal will be: 

 Family Individual Unwaged  

March 09 £15:00 £10:00 £5:00 June 2010 

June 09 £11:25 £7:50 £3:75 June 2010 

Sept 09 £7:50 £5:00 £2:50 June 2010 

Dec 09 £3:75 £2:50 £1:25 June 2010 

     

For new members 
joining: 

Family Individual Unwaged Next renewal will be: 

Before 31 Dec 2009 £15.00 £10.00 £5.00 June 2010 

From 1 January 2010 £7.50 £5.00 £2.50 June 2010 

 

If you have any queries over these changes, please do contact us on info@norwichcyclingcampaign.org. 
or in writing to 42-46 Bethel Street, Norwich, NR2 1NR, or speak direct to the Membership Secretary on 
01953 851068.  [For any other query, please use the Campaign line 07812 904652.] 

Rachael Mold 
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Norwich Cycling Campaign 
welcomes 

Jo from Norwich
and other new members 

joined since 
last time



Richard updates us on some recent issues he has tackled as Consultations Officer

Recently we have seen plans for the removal of the 

pedestrian crossing on Heigham Road, near the junction 

with Earlham Road, and to replace this with a pedestrian 

refuge, and associated pavement widening.  Some of our 

comments were: “We wish to object to the removal of the 

zebra crossing at Heigham Road/ Earlham Road 

junction. We are concerned that the scale of the kerb 

buildouts proposed here will create pinch points for cyclists 

and queuing traffic emerging from Heigham Road. This 

junction is an important route for cyclists using Earlham 

Road/ West Pottergate. Mill Hill Road is also well used by 

cyclists and entering Heigham Road might be more difficult 

with restricted width. We also are concerned with the kerb 

build out near the Park lane junction on Earlham Road, this 

needs to be sufficiently long to avoid sudden deflection to 

westbound cyclists travelling at normal speed of 10-12mph 

along this road. We agree that all the road markings need 

refreshment along this stretch of road.” 

We have also been consulted on plans to amend the 

junction layout at St. Clements Hill, Magdalen Road, 

Constitution Hill, and install a new zebra crossing in front of 

Christ Church on the main road. This work will be combined 

with installation of a mini roundabout at the junction of 

Magdalen Road and Waterloo Road.  

Our comments included: “We wish to strongly 

support Option 1 with the installation of a zebra crossing at 

the junction of Magdalen Rd/St Clements Hill/ Denmark Rd. 

The realigned footway at this junction seems not to result in 

any carriageway narrowing and would be necessary for 

the zebra crossing. We would want reassurance that the 

road width between the existing traffic island and new kerb 

line on St Clements Hill would not fall into the critical width 

category from DfT guidance.  We do not support Option 2 

with the pedestrian refuge on Magdalen Road. We do 

however wish to object strongly to the proposed kerb build 

out on the east side of Magdalen Road. This would have the 

effect of bringing southbound cyclists into conflict with 

passing motor traffic. If the intention is to reduce vehicle 

speeds as stated, then surely some other signage could be 

devised?  Overall we support making changes to this 

junction which is currently hazardous for both pedestrians

both pedestrians and cyclists.” 

will know, the rule of DEVINDET applies to all these 

schemes (for the uninitiated, the devil is in the detail).   

One of the pleasures of  being Consultation Officer means I 

get delightful little notices under the heading ‘Temporary 

Traffic Restriction Order’.  Usually prohibiting vehicles from 

using a particular street while yet another utility company 

excavates the suspect pipe, wire or cable. One of these 

refers to a closure of St Georges Street at the river bridge  

– hang on I hear you say – isn’t that closed to motor 

vehicles permanently?  On asking for clarification , as this 

affects NCN route 1, I have been told that  “the Highways 

Network Manager has confirmed this will mean that 

"pedestrian access will be in place over the bridge at all 

times." Therefore during the period of the Temporary TRO, 

cyclists will be able to cross the bridge but only as 

pedestrians and pushing their bikes.    

Unfortunately they plan to close this route for 7 weeks! To 

which I have objected. If this was key route for cars rather 

than cycles, don’t you think they would keep this work to a 

short a period as possible.  Another example of cyclists 

being treated less favourably.  

There have been other minor responses in addition to the 

above, and all have all been reported to the monthly 

meetings of Norwich Cycling Campaign.   

All of the schemes mentioned have a period of public 

consultation, some now closed, so individuals are welcome 

and encouraged to make their own personal views know to 

the city council. If you want to let me know of a specific 

comment, by all means send me an email, there is not often 

time to seek a wider view from members for each and every 

scheme.  The normal practice is that I respond on behalf of 

the Campaign, and sometimes ask the committee members 

for their views as well.  Plans when available are brought to 

monthly meetings, and a consensus is sought for the likely 

impact good or bad on cycling.  We can only hope that the 

suggestions we make are taken up by planners, and the 

result makes Norwich a more pleasant city to cycle around. 

Richard Bearman

BCS
   Beccles
      Cycle
Strategy

The Beccles Millennium Project - building safe routes to schools

We have been successful in our bid for £5K from the Broads Authority Sustainable Development Fund to add towards a £45K project with Norfolk CC 

to fully sign the Beccles to Reedham Ferry route up to Sustrans standard. The work will include modifications to the footbridge over the A146 and to 

make good & safe, the access onto the A143 which is currently a hole in the hedge!

A short but important stretch of cycle path which Graham Elliott & BCS have been campaigning for about 10 years has been completed over a green 

to Worlingham primary school - this has created an important link in what will be a cohesive cycling route from Worlingham to Beccles.

A free map with Beccles as a centre for cycling is being produced together with Waveney District Council.  It will offer no less than 6 signed routes 

spanning out from Beccles as the hub with optional links for alternative routes back.  We envisaged something similar to the Peterborough Wheel.

Sue Bergin - Secretary, Beccles Cycle Strategy

The charity was created back in May 1997 and was formed following the development 

of a cycle network plan for Beccles.  In the first year, Beccles Town Council pledged 

£30k towards the construction of a network, phased over 3 years.  Sir John Leman 

High School, with its large population of some 1500 school children was deemed a top 

priority - a good network of cycle routes have been connected to the school.  Routes 

to schools were and remain high priority. In later years, over 30 projects have been 

successfully completed.  Below is some of the latest news...

F o r  i n f o :   Sue’s Snippets from...
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We have also been notified of a traffic 

management scheme for the Silver Road 

area, and have made general design 

comments, but have not yet responded to 

detailed proposals.  As I am sure all 

readers of previous mutterings



It was a large complex about the size of 3 Norwich Unions put together, and our first problem was finding somewhere to park our 
cycles. The covered cycle racks were all full, so I was sent into the ANWB shop to get maps for our journey alone. 

The curious thing about touring the cyclist heaven that Holland is meant to be, is that it is virtually impossible to buy good scale cycle 
maps here in England. I tried the book shops and the internet to no avail, but was assured that in the ANWB offices I would be able to 
get them. The best I could find in Norwich was a large map covering half of Holland with supposedly all the national cycle paths on. 
All I would need then was a microscope to read it. 

Getting to the outskirts of Dan Haag is easy, the sign posts in the non-urban areas are mostly all there and easy to follow I didn’t 
really need a map. However Dan Haag is deceptively big and as we got into the suburbs our problems started. The signs started to 
disappear in parts and doubts started to spread in our minds about the direction to the city centre. We followed the cycle paths and, 
after one or two diversions, eventually did find the centre - and a little while later the ANWB offices.

It was a large complex about the size of 3 Norwich Unions put together, and our first problem was finding somewhere to park our 
cycles. The covered cycle racks were all full, so I was sent into the ANWB shop to get maps for our journey alone. 

ANWB publish 3 sets of useful maps for the touring cyclist. A very good map at 1:75,000 scale, thirteen sheets of which cover all of 
Holland cost 7.95 euros each, the also very useful 1:50,000 scale, twenty-five sheets for all of Holland cost 13 euro each, and “the 
blink and you passed it” 1:25,000 which only come in a pack of fifty sheets sold for 35 euros - but which would also weigh 2kg and 
need an extra pannier to carry them.  The shop stocked only a third of the 1:75,000 and 1:50,000 maps and none for the next part of 
our journey. The staff in the shop were less than helpful. I left with only some of the maps I thought I might need for the rest of the 
tour, a distinct dislike of the ANWB.

In the following days we visited Delft: a lovely place steeped in history, open and friendly, Rotterdam: mostly new, having been 
bombed extensively in WW2 but with some great places to visit: Gouda, great Town Hall: Utrecht: Dordrecht, less said the better 
and Breda, lovely place but don’t try to find a bank... We arrived in Belgium along a quite single lane track and the change is almost 
immediate.  
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Cycling in the Low Countries  Michael Dale, Chair Norwich Cycling Campaign

It’s that time of year again. Where shall I go on my summer holidays? 

Most years Margaret and I start planning our summer holiday in early February. I first start by 
thinking of lying on a sun soaked beach somewhere on the Med, evenings eating and drinking 
fine food and wine.  And then reality dawns: I hate flying and I don’t like crowded beaches.  
What I do like is to get somewhere by train or the European Bike Express and spend 3 weeks 
making up my next day’s journey as I am going along and spending evenings discovering 
local foods and drinks. 

Last year we decided to try out cycling in a circle, starting and ending at the Hook of Holland 
and touring round The Netherlands and Belgium. Having previously toured thorough the north 
of Holland, Germany and Denmark we were looking forward to seeing what it was like in the 
more industrial south of Holland. Would the cycling facilities be as good as the north?   

Getting there was a lot easier than I had anticipated. The trains from Norwich to Harwich 
were on time and the staff very helpful. No trouble at the port and loading the bikes on the 
ship was easy. A quick drink and into the cabin and the next thing we knew we were coming 
into Holland at 7.30 am. 

We were soon off the boat and on the way first to Dan Haag, and then to Delft. The cycle path starts almost outside the entrance to 
the port and in a short time we were riding on the top of the dunes.  On the left side was the grey and menacing North Sea, and on 
the right a sea of greenhouses as far as you could see. Our plan for the first day was to get to Dan Haag and visit the ANWB offices, 
the Dutch equivalent of the AA and CTC combined. 

The curious thing about touring the cyclist heaven that Holland is meant to be, is that it is virtually 
impossible to buy good scale cycle maps here in England. I tried the book shops and the internet to no avail, 
but was assured that in the ANWB offices I would be able to get them. The best I could find in Norwich was 
a large map covering half of Holland with supposedly all the national cycle paths on. All I would need then 
was a microscope to read it. 

Getting to the outskirts of Dan Haag is easy, the sign posts in the non-urban areas are mostly all there and 
easy to follow I didn’t really need a map. However Dan Haag is deceptively big and as we got into the 
suburbs our problems started. The signs started to disappear in parts and doubts started to spread in our minds 
about the direction to the city centre. We followed the cycle paths and, after one or two diversions, eventually 
did find the centre - and a little while later the ANWB offices.

From the border we rode another 20 miles to get to Antwerp, 
roads, but the signs had almost entirely disappeared.  Luckily 
Belgium cycle maps which match up routes with numbers on 
the map. This was great idea of the Antwerp regional 
the maps we acquired in Breda were cheap, helpful and in 
plentiful supply. Unlike Holland, the speed of the traffic is 
scary where cycle paths run out and you are required to use the 

mostly on cycle paths and minor in 
Breda tourist office they sold 
circles which tell you where you are 
         council and unlike Holland, 

roads. In Antwerp the speed of the traffic, narrow streets and trams meant we left our 
bikes on the outskirts to explore the city. On the whole I think I would like the Dutch 
cycle paths and considerate drivers, and the Belgium maps, food and drink. 

When two days later, we arrived back in Holland and the unforgettable (apart from 
the two straight days of heavy rain) Zeeland, I was pleased to return to cycle paths 
and calm drivers, even if the food and drink were worse. Belgium has its merits but as 
a cyclist I didn’t really enjoy the experience. 

Anyone going to Zeeland will be able, weather permitting, to tell you of its beauty,
friendliness and other qualities but it’s also the most interesting place to cycle in Holland. Going across



It seems that the pensioners’ free bus passes have 
been taken up and used so gleefully that they are 
proving a financial embarrassment to bus companies 
and the council.  Surely this should be seen as a 
success.  It keeps the bus routes viable, and think 
how many cars it keeps off the road with pensioners 
leaving theirs at home to travel by bus instead.

Bus fares are horrendously expensive for non-
pensioners, even for children.  So how about free bus 
travel for everyone.  Only commercial vehicles and 
motorists carrying heavy loads or making journeys 
inconvenient by bus would still be using the roads.  
There would be no city centre congestion, no need to 
build new roads (goodbye to the threat of an NDR), 
while ground level car parks could be redeveloped into 
brown field housing.  What a saving this would be.  
Obviously, the money saved should go into subsidising 
the buses.  With fewer cars on the road more people 
would be encouraged to cycle, as long as we have 
enough secure cycle parking to cope with demand.  
Why hasn’t anyone thought of this?

I recently attended the funeral of one of our 
members.  Walter Nash, who was 92, was better 
known to me through the CTC, of which he was a 
member for over 60 years, and was only a 
comparatively recent member of the Cycling 
Campaign.  A few years ago Walter was chairman of 
the local CTC’s Cyclists’ Rights Committee of which 
Matthew Williams and I were members.  Walter was 
instrumental in setting up a study to initiate a route 
alongside the A1151 between Cat’s Common and 
Stalham.  With a reliable ferry at Horning this would 
make a continuous rural ride from Norwich to Stalham 
and the countryside beyond.

At the funeral I couldn’t help noticing the contrast 
between the black worn by the relatives and the 
fluorescent yellows worn by the many cyclists 
present.  At the buffet lunch afterwards there was a 
table with photos, certificates and awards Walter had  

Phyll’s Philosophies
received during his lifetime of cycling.  One I found 
particularly impressive was the certificate received 
by him after cycling 207 miles in 12 hours.  How many 
of us could manage that!

Walter’s long life perhaps shows how cycling can 
increase one’s lifespan.  Apart from restrictions due 
to failing eyesight  he was still riding round Earlham 
cemetery to the end.  Good old Walter – you and your 
dear friend Dennis Smith, who died nearly 2 years 
ago, were examples to us all.

Coming back to the Horning Ferry I was interested to 
read in the last Cycling Campaign about the Three 
Rivers Way, a project to provide a route for cyclists 
and walkers in the area covered by the rivers Bure, 
Ant and Thurne.  I have myself cycled in this area, 
with both my family and with the Norwich YHA Group.  
With one of my sons interested in wanting to join the 
Rough Stuff Fellowship, we had struggled through the 
riverside vegetation along a route which now will 
probably become incorporated in this new project.  If 
only there was a reliable ferry across the Bure 
between Woodbastwick and Horning, instead of having 
to use Wroxham Bridge, then the Three Rivers Way 
would be available to far more cyclists wanting a 
pleasant countryside ride.

As you can probably see I am an avid lover of the 
countryside and am happiest when cycling in it.  I 
tried to encourage others to do so by forming the 
CATI (Come and Try It) Group several years ago.  
Sadly I have had to pass it over to others to organise 
and lead and have been pleased for it to be taken over 
by the riders themselves, who call themselves CATI’s 
Friends.  They still have fortnightly rides but have 
had them all through the winter months – CATI was 
between Easter and October only.  The winter rides 
start at 11am from various venues.  Anyone interested 
please ring Fraser on 01603 471827.

Phyll Hardie
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helpful, or the “great” ANWB, which frankly should take a long look 
at itself.  The real reason why it is considered cyclists’ heaven is that 
the Dutch care about cycling, and everybody does it. Teenagers don’t 
find cycling cramps their style, parents think nothing about riding on 
a road with a child on the handlebars or back rack, everywhere you go 
you see people on bikes, young, old, in jeans and in suits and most of 
all because two thirds of the population cycle every week, the car 
drivers are among the most considerate I have ever met, a point 
enhanced by my experiences of crossing the border into Belgium and 
Germany.                                                                                  Michael

dams that protect Zeeland from the North Sea along a cycle path is an experience not to be 
forgotten.  I had thought as we were now heading back to Hook of Holland and to a certain 
extent on to the main heavy goods routes to Rotterdam and the industrial heart of Holland 
that the cycling would get more difficult, however one of the real benefits of the Dutch cycle 
network is that it has cycle paths along all of the main motorways. They are not a pleasant 
experience being very noisy and dull but they are direct and you can soon get off them to 
follow a more peaceful route. Unlike in Britain motorways do not present a hurdle for the 
cyclist to jump.

My overall impression of cycling in Holland was that it’s not the cycle paths that make the difference, although they are certainly 

MEMO BOARD

- The Connect2 project is moving forward (slowly!).  
For latest news release, go to www.norwich.gov.uk 
and search for Connect2. 

- Don’t fancy the daily 
potholing?  Do something 
about it!  See the very 
bottom of page 6.  Sort 
your ker-dunk with a click.



Website: www.norwichcyclingcampaign.org         Email: info@norwichcyclingcampaign.org
Discussion group: norwichcycling@yahoogroups.com

Chairman: Michael Dale (01603 411954, michaelg.dale@btinternet.com)
Treasurer: Rachael Mold (01953 851068)
Membership Secretary: Rachael Mold (01953 851068)
Consultations Officer: Richard Bearman (01603 504495, richard.bearman@cooptel.net)
Webpage Editor: Oliver Stretton-Downes (assisted by Joe Dillon)
Newsletter Compiler: Matthew Williams (mattwill75@hotmail.com)
CTC Liaison Officer: Fraser Tomsett (01603 471827)
Other committee members: Jeff Jordan, Phyll Hardie, David Davies (Hon. treasurer)
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Letters Round-up

Picture in last 
newsletter

Jeff Jordan has been in touch with the police about cycle theft, 

and is continuing his patient campaigning work for new and 

improved cycle parking - including action on the long-awaited 

provision of secure parking at St Andrew’s Multistorey Car 

Park, the restoration of parking at Guildhall, and (a particular 

favourite) the joke cycle parking at Halfords at Barn Road.  

Watch this space!

   Dramatic instant response 
  from Halfords - they’ve 
 painted the old 
wheelgrabber stand!

From Rob Marshall (former Norfolk County Council Cycling Officer, now working for Transport Initiatives based in Peterborough)

You’ll be pleased to know that the spirit of the CATI ride lives on in Southend, one of the new English ‘Cycling 
Towns’. I helped them draft their successful bid to Cycling England earlier in the year and a ‘Come And Try It’ 

                                   From Katy

Having just read the latest newsletter (much appreciated, especially in PDF), I have a snippet of info in response to Phyll's musings on the crossing of the meridian and whether it's marked on any cycle paths.   NCN 63 crosses the meridian, and the crossing is marked by:
- a commemorative tree,
- some bollards to protect said tree from errant cyclists,- 2 Sheffield stands to provide secure parking while you explore the local area (approx. 10 sq m - take lunch!),
- a "funded by" sign, which presumably increased the cost,- a 10m mandatory cycle lane.
It's on a minor road in the middle of nowhere, to the west of March in Cambs.  When I passed it I couldn't believe my eyes at the sight of the cycle lane. Needless to say, Warrington have featured it before:
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/pete.meg/wcc/facility-of-the-month/April2007.htm                                                             Katy

initiative was one of the many promotional elements 
included in the ‘soft measures’ proposals. Southend is 
presently recruiting staff for the ‘Southend Bike Squad’ 
and one of the team’s ‘deliverables’ will be the CATI rides. 
I did tell them that ‘CATI’ wasn’t my idea and how it came 
about – all down to my dear friend Phyll up in Norfolk.

May I offer my sincere thanks and appreciation to her 
for her enthusiasm, commitment and vision on this 
(and many other) ‘things cycling’ of course.              

Don’t take it 
lying down

Norwich Cycling Campaign members’ meetings normally take place on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month in The Copeman Room, United Reformed Church, Princes 
Street.  Next meetings 19 March and 16 April.

Reporting potholes and other road defects:  Use www.fillthathole.org.uk

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts and Who’s Who 


