
Only connect, so exhorted the novelist 
E.M.Forster some years before making that 
passage to India, when once looking across 
the River Wensum while on a visit to Norwich, 
or so it is rumoured.  
When the Riverside development was 
conceived by our city fathers, it was quickly 
realised that it could never become a part of 
the city centre until properly linked by bridges 
that were a little more civilised and direct than 
the only available crossings at that time –
Foundry Bridge and Carrow Bridge.  
The first foot/cycle bridge achieved was the 
Novi Sad Friendship Bridge, towards the 
Carrow end of King Street, but now at last we 
have what is arguably the more needed of the 
two planned bridges, named the Lady Julian 
Bridge, roughly halfway along King Street to 
the rear of Dragon Hall.  It opened for business 
during the last weekend of August, just in time 
for a planned closure of the Novi Sad Bridge 
for eight weeks’ maintenance!
Which predictably leads us on to Norwich 
Connect2, the Sustrans project that won all that 
Big Lottery money back in December 2007 to 
create a three-way cycle link connecting the 
city centre with Thorpe and Whitlingham Park.  
Whatever happened to that?
As you might expect, it’s a long and 
complicated story with many players, but in 
short, it’s still moving ahead, as it has to do to 
avoid the risk of losing the £900,000 won in the 
People’s Millions vote.  Needless to say, one of 
the main obstacles now is the lack of matching 
funding.  The whole project will cost £4-5m, 
over half of which would be on the main bridge 
needed over the river.  If this is going to 
happen, it’s now looking likely that it will have 
to be on the back of the development of the 
brownfield land each side of the river 
downstream of the railway swing bridge.   

Autumn 2009

In this edition
- National Bike Week remembered
- Shake-up for Newmarket Road
- From our Beijing correspondent
- Phyll’s Philosophies
- The secret code
- 20 mph for Norwich?
- Zero Carbon Caravan
- Don’t forget the AGM  19 November

- Contacts and Who’s Who
… all and more in your bumper 8 page edition!

Page 1Views of the newly-opened Lady Julian Bridge 30 August 2009

Much of the Cycling Campaign’s work is about 
making connections, not just cycle links, but 
also the connections between high levels of 
cycling and economic health and physical/
mental well-being.  

Local Sustrans supporters were out in force on 
Connect2 Day on July 4 to keep up the pressure.

National Bike Week was 
another opportunity to 
make these arguments 
in joined-up thinking.

"... the building of the rainbow bridge 
that should connect the prose in us 
with the passion. Without it we are 
meaningless fragments, half monks, 
half beasts, unconnected arches..."
 (Howard’s End, E.M.Forster)
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Message from 

the Chair

Bike Week in Norwich kicked off with the stall and Dr Bike session which seemed to me to be busier 
than ever this year.  Lots of people came up to the stall to ask about cycling, with many expressing a lot 
of negative thoughts about the state of the roads and the lack of cycle parking facilities and so on.  
Others came to get their free bike checks from Richard. 

Our first bike ride of the week started with  Martin Badham’s traditional Tuesday night pub ride to this 
year’s venue, The Cock Inn at Barford, which was most successful and enjoyable. 

On Sunday 21st, it was my job (with fellow organiser Margaret) to lead a bike ride to celebrate Kett’s 
Rebellion of 1549.  In a week when it rained more often than not, thankfully Sunday started off dry if 
not very bright. 

With neither Margaret nor me having any experience of organising a bike ride before, we were slightly 
nervous, especially when the number of people who had phoned to say that they 
would be joining us on the ride reached twenty.  However, amongst the first to 
arrive was Fraser with his walkie-talkies, then a number of other experienced 
ride leaders, and any fears we had started to dissipate. 

 (13-21 
   June)

With the route planned around regular stops to talk about the events that shaped the rebellion, we started by 
overlooking the city of Norwich from St James’ Hill outside the prison on Mousehold Heath, where Kett’s 
followers camped, and Margaret outlined some of the events of 1549 and the importance of Mousehold 
Heath to that rebellion.

Onwards to City Hall, stopping to look at and discuss events at Norwich Castle, the Market Place and the 
use of the Guildhall during the rebellion. The next stop was Cringleford Bridge where the rebels were 
refused permission to travel through the city.  Then we went on to Wymondham, via a small stop outside 
Stanford Hall to discuss the part played in the rebellion by John Flowerdew.  After the only small problem 
of the day (when the front and back of the ride got separated for a short time), the united band arrived at 
Wymondham Abbey just in time for lunch.  Fortunately lunch coincided with the only rain we experienced 
during the ride.  And with a pint in hand and being outdoors but undercover, I personally didn’t care!

we were down from 23 to about 10 riders.

If anyone missed the ride but wanted to go, 
Margaret and I are very willing to do it 
again as a one-off ride.  Contact us on 
michaelg.dale@btinternet.com.

The journey home took us via Bawburgh to St Andrew’s Hall for our last stop, talk and farewells.  We lost 
numbers of riders peeling off as we passed near their houses, and by the time we reached St Andrew’s Plain 

Big thanks for all who helped in Bike Week! 



Following Richard Bearman’s election as County Councillor, Virginia Greasley 
has taken up the reins as Consultations Officer on your behalf

BCS    Beccles
      Cycle
Strategy

The Beccles Millennium Project - building safe routes to schools

One of the many benefits of these rides, as well as making new friends and 
acquaintances, is that you meet friends of Graham and Nicky Elliott's, and some of 
these friends help run the Chester Cycle Campaign.  I got chatting to Simon Brown, 
Chair of CCC and it turns out that Chester Council have been placing floral bikes 
round the town as part of Britain in Bloom.  One of the pictures Simon kindly sent me 
appears above and another hopefully elsewhere in this newsletter (p.5, Ed) - so you 
might fancy doing something in Norwich.  I think they look great!  Also, their website 
information is extremely good and worth taking a look at: www.chestercyclecity.org

Success of the 2009 CATI rides 
in Beccles! (that’s ‘Come And Try It’ rides)
Sue reports: I'm pleased to say Beccles CATI rides have been pretty well 
attended so far, with numbers of people ranging from 9 to 13.  So Graham 
Bergin (Tail End Charlie) and I are more than happy to continue next year. 

F o r  i n f o :   Sue’s Snippets from...
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You can read about the background to this 
matter in Newletter No.73.  
To continue the story, we were initially given 
to understand that our hard campaigning for 
an ASL on each side of the junction had 
finally borne fruit, with a positive 
recommendation to the Joint Highways 
Agency Committee by officers.  
But alas, Virginia had to report back on the 
July JHAC (Joint Highways Agency 
Committee) meeting, at which it had been 
decided not to implement the previously 
proposed ASL at Unthank Road/Colman 
Road.  Most intelligent observers present 
agreed that this was an absurd and 
irrational committee decision, smacking of a 
delibertate spoiling tactic with no discernible  

3. Lots of other consultations
Virginia has been busy with many other important matters, including
(1) County Council’s new Green Travel Map  (2) County Council’s 
Strategic Cycle Network  (3) Feedback on the Little Bethel Street 
scheme   (4) Improvements to the Dereham Road/Waterworks Road 
junction, and MW suggested a specific cycle-friendly modification  
(5) Freight Consolidation Vehicles  (6) Thorpe Road/Harvey Lane 
improvements  (7) Norwich 20 mph zones – see also page 7.
If any of these particularly interest you, please get in touch with 
Virginia direct (contact details on page 8).  We hope to bring you more 
details of these consultations in future newsletters.

2. Unthank Road / Colman Road benefit to any road users.  At least the 
original scheme for twin running lanes 
wasn’t resurrected, although the 
pelican crossings are now being 
installed.  However, there is clearly 
much more campaigning work to do. 

1. Newmarket Road / Unthank Road
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We asked Virginia Greasley, our Consultations Officer who has worked extensively in 
China and Vietnam, to write about her experiences of cycling in those countries for our 
Newsletter.  She felt she had to decline since the situation in VN has changed so much 
in the last 6 years, and when in China in 2007, she saw very few cycles in remote 
Gansu province.  But instead, she contacted her friend who is the Scientific Attache at 
the French embassy in Beijing and who cycles to work. He replied promptly with the 
fascinating account and photographs below written specially for us!  We’ve done our 
best to translate this article from the original French.

Direct from our cycling correspondent 
in Beijing

Hallo friends!
It must be nice to go cycling in Norwich at this time. Here it is already 
too hot, and I limit myself to shuttling between home and work, which 
only takes me 10 minutes, but does keep me in shape.
Many factories around Beijing were closed during the Olympics, and the 
sky is often blue in Beijing now. We just get the pollution when it rains: 
raindrops leave black marks on the 
ground and cars. It is the cars that are 
now the largest contributor to pollution. 
Their number has constantly been 
growing in Beijing over the past few 
years, a token symbol of the rising 
standard of living. The nouveaux 

riches buy large sedans and all-terrain vehicles, and the middle classes are switching from 
bicycle to small cars.
Bicycles, electric or pedal-powered, remain the means of transport most used by the less wealthy. 
They're used for everything. They transport goods, are used for rubbish recycling, house removals, and 
of course people. Many elderly people or migrant workers have only a tricycle powered by one half of the 
couple (usually the husband, but not always!) – that person pedalling and the other sitting behind.
The number of bikes is particularly impressive in the morning, when everyone is off to work. We are 
forced to slalom between the other bikes, cars, passers-by, and it's a veritable ballet where everyone 
tries to take account of others, but there is no formal system.  Everything is fluid and priorities and 
rights-of-way are simply the result of mutual consent: you have to guess what the other person wants or 
can do, and you therefore either pass or are passed by him. 

Of course, you must be very careful to look in all directions before entering the 
fray or moving off, and especially listen to the sounds all around you. That is why 
electric bikes, increasingly, are the most dangerous: they are fast and also silent. 
If they do not sound a hooter or bell, you can't hear them coming, and so it is 
they that are most often involved in accidents.
Car drivers know that cyclists are very numerous, and so they are very careful.  
Accidents are relatively few in Beijing, because most drivers are only travelling 
slowly, and do pay attention to bicycles and pedestrians. Because of the relative 

"safety", cyclists generally do not wear helmets (I'm probably the only one in 
downtown Beijing to wear one!).
There are still in Beijing many shaded bike paths, where you can travel in safety, 
or something approaching it.  However the cars are already starting to borrow this 
space, because these cycleways are often being converted into parking for cars. 
Sometimes, a car placed on a bike path is found to be blocking the passage of 
cyclists who are waiting, ringing and hooting and getting angry.
A lot of the bicycles are very old and cobbled together. The only people who 
            have new bikes are the Westerners. 

The Chinese repair their own bikes or use open-air repair.  
Who wouldn't, when you can have a tyre and inner tube 
changed in a record time for only 10 yuan (1 euro)?  For 
electric bicycles it's obviously more complicated, but there 
are also specialist repairers for 
those!  Often you will see 
cycling batteries repaired 
with sellotape!

Robert FARHI, 
Dongcheng Qu, XinZhongJie 
68#, Ju Long Hua Yuan 3-3-102, 
Beijing 100027, P. R. China



Phyll’s Philosophies

Page 5

‘Be more satisfied with less, instead of constantly striving for 
more’ – Barbara Haddrill, Babs2Brisbane, 2009

It is now more than 12 years since Bob and I 
gave up our car.  We gave up because we 
could no longer finance the constant repair 
bills, the RAC had given up on us – we had 
called them out so many times – and we 
couldn’t afford a new car.  So when the 
engine of our latest died on us while 
attempting to negotiate a roundabout on the 
Thetford bypass, that was it!  We were both 
keen cyclists, why bother with a car anymore.  

It meant a lifestyle change, which took us a year to get used 
to.  We had to give up walking in the countryside as we couldn’t 
get to the start point – but we were cyclists now.  And what 
wonderful holiday and day trips and tours we’ve made since 
then on our bikes, something we probably wouldn’t have 
thought of doing if we still had the car.

Driving and parking have become ever more fraught since 
then.  Why do people still do it?  Why don’t more give up?  
Instead there seems to be more cars than ever on the roads, 
all tearing about as if they haven’t a moment to spare.  It’s no 
surprise to read in the paper that between 1993 and 2007 
traffic levels in Norfolk have increased by 30 per cent.  
Elsewhere it’s even more – 46 per cent in Oxfordshire, 43 per 
cent in Rutland and 42 per cent in Hertfordshire.  New roads 
being built to accommodate this extra traffic destroys our 
countryside while encouraging ever more driving, adding to 
global warming effects.  Now we are told that we must grow 
more of our own food and become more self-sufficient.  It 
appears that one government department has a completely 
different view to the other.  It won’t be until we have an 
environmental disaster that any joined-up thinking will emerge, 
if then.

*
Sir Stirling Moss, former racing driver, has a sensible idea 
when he says that all drivers over the age of 70 should have 
to take a simple test of ability and awareness every 5 years, 
at 70, 75, 80 and so on.  This would not be a full driving test 
but would test, for example, whether they hesitate too much, 
the main problem with elderly drivers.  They should also have a 
full medical examination, not just leave it to them to report 
any condition likely to impair their driving ability.  In New 
Zealand one has to undergo a repeat driving test every 10 
years, no matter what one’s age or ability.  It should be the 
same here, while drivers who are convicted of causing death 
or serious injury by dangerous driving should be banned for 
life.  We are just so lenient over here; no wonder so many 
would-be cyclists are deterred from trying it.

Another thing that has declined with the upsurge in car 
ownership is community spirit.  People just don’t talk to each 
other any more – unless they are doggie-walkers, that is.  
Living on a corner, we have neighbours in two different roads.  
It came to my notice that those living in one road did not know 
those living in the other.  So a month ago I organised a ‘Meet 
the Neighbours’ garden party.  It had to be held in the garden 
because of the number of people involved, so was postponed 
from the first date suggested due to the weather.  However 
an alternative date was given, which is when the garden party 
went ahead.  About a dozen neighbours attended, some from 
each road.  It started off rather quietly since people didn’t 
know each other, then we had some entertainment by two 
members of my choir – The Singing Sisters.  During the buffet 
tea everyone was talking to everyone else, and some even 
seemed reluctant to go home afterwards.  All being well I 
hope to repeat this successful venture as an annual event.  
Why don’t more people try it?

*
My friend Sheila, a Sustrans ranger and enthusiastic cycling 
campaigner from East Kent, has just spent three weeks in 
Norfolk and Suffolk, doing two summer schools at the UEA 
and touring around on her Brompton.  Generally she has had a 
wonderful holiday but cycling with her on Route 1 through 
Whitlingham Country Park I felt embarrassed by the terribly 
potholed Whitlingham Lane.  What a welcome to Norwich for 
all those cycle tourists arriving here for the first time!  I 
know this lane is privately owned so the County Council has no 
jurisdiction over what happens to it.  It is so bad that it is a 
hazard for cyclists, walkers and horse riders, even for cars, 
which could suffer damaged suspensions.  The County Council 
keeps quiet about it for fear of its being closed completely 
rather than being repaired.  

Incidentally, this road is also used as a rat-run by those 
drivers eager to avoid the traffic lights on the A146.  At one 
time the gate into the sewage works was kept closed to deter 
this but has recently been left open.  I told this to Sheila who 
closed it as she went through.  Is it too much for the County 
Council to request that it be kept permanently closed?

Another point that Sheila made was the lack of signage at the 
railway station to the nearby Route 1.  This has already been 
pointed out several times to our esteemed cycling officer, but 
still there is ‘no sign of a sign’.  With the imminent opening of 
the Lady Julian pedestrian/cyclists’ bridge giving easy access 
to Route 1 (King Street) from Riverside this signage becomes 
even more essential.  It would also be a welcome to the many 
cycle tourists who arrive by train with their laden bikes.

‘Be the change you want to see in the world’ – Mahatma Gandhi

Phyll Hardie
Norwich Cycling Campaign welcomes 
the following new members:
Portia Griffey from Norwich
Jill Wragg from Norwich

One of Ollie’s cartoon doodles, 
inspired by our HGVs in Bus Lane campaign

Floral bikes in Chester
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The secret code  City Council document comes to light

Thanks to our insider for obtaining 
this revealing information. Your 
instructions are to commit this to 
memory then swallow the evidence.
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We are asking the public from these areas and from further afield to sign a pledge to support the 
20mph speed limits and to give us feedback on their operation

More information can be found from this link http://www.norwich.gov.uk/site_files/pages/
City_Council__Consultations__Current_Consultation__20mph_pledge.html

All households and business in the three pilot areas have received a Pledge Pack containing a 
pledge card to return to us by freepost, a window poster and car sticker - the aim is to promote 
local compliance with the new speed limit through grass roots support and local awareness. 

Campaign launch events have been held at Bignold School on July 6th including road safety 
training for the school children, with press calls held in the other two pilot areas.

Advisory speed limit signs have gone up up in the three areas to supplement the statutory signs 
and the public are being asked to join a Facebook group to express support for Community 
Speed Watch. Following this an evaluation survey, again with freepost response will go out to 
the three pilot areas to gauge public reaction to the campaign. 

This is an innovative and experimental approach to facilitate compliance with new speed limits 
and responds to calls from Norwich Highways Agency Committee members to engage with the 
hearts and minds of the public over traffic speed in 20mph areas.  NB If the signed-only 20mph 
speed limits are success, subject to NHAC approval, they could be implemented in other 
residential streets across the Norwich City Council area. 

kieran.yates@norwich.gov.uk
01603 213491

A message from Kieran Yates, 
Transport Planner for Norwich City Council

You may already be aware that a publicity 
campaign for the three 20mph pilot areas has 
started with a feature in Citizen magazine.

–no, not the sort you tow behind a car!

The basic idea is to organise a series of relay cycle rides 
across the UK starting from the Centre for Alternative 
technology in Wales, and arriving for the climate conference in 
Copenhagen on 4th or 5th December 2009.  Chris Keene has 
done a sterling job organising this and Richard Bearman will be 
arranging local rides into and from Norwich to support the ‘zero 
carbon caravanners’ (see below).    Have a look at the website 
www.zerocarboncaravan.net and click on MAP OF ROUTE on 
the right hand side of the home page for full details. 

On 19th September we cycle to Norwich, where we will have 
an improvised environmental opera, the ‘Carbon Chronicles’ on 
the evening of 19th, followed on 20th by a family friendly zero 
carbon festival in Chapelfield Gardens in the centre of 
Norwich, organised by the local Friends of the Earth, and a 
zero carbon concert, and in the morning of 21st September at 
the University of East Anglia by an international video 
conference linking Clive Hamilton in Australia with a number of 
people from Norwich, just to prove that you can have an 
international conference without flying . Later that day we will 

visit the Ranger’s House on Mousehold Heath, which is being 
turned into an environmental education centre.  After spending 
the night of 21st/22nd September in Norwich, we will cycle 
down to Bungay, a Transition Town, to take part in their car-
free day.

How can you get involved?
On Saturday 19th September Richard Bearman will lead a ride 
from Norwich along Marriott’s Way starting at Barn Road 
roundabout at 9.30am to meet the zero carbon rides at 
Reepham,  returning with them in the afternoon.  Then we will 
also arrange a similar ride form Norwich accompanying the 
riders down NCN route 1 towards Bungay on Tuesday 22nd 
September.  Please contact him on 01603 504495 if you want 
to join in either of these.  
The other way you might help is offering to host a cyclist or two 
in Norwich for that weekend, so if you wanted to help in this 
way either Richard Bearman or Chris Keene will be pleased to 
hear from you.  They’re quite excited by the whole concept, 
and hope you are too. 



Website: www.norwichcyclingcampaign.org         Email: info@norwichcyclingcampaign.org
Discussion group: norwichcycling@yahoogroups.com

Chairman: Michael Dale (01603 411954, michaelg.dale@btinternet.com)
Treasurer & Membership Secretary Rachael Mold (01953 851068)
Consultations Officer: Virginia Greaseley (vmgreasley@yahoo.com)
Webpage Editor: Oliver Stretton-Downes (assisted by Joe Dillon)
Newsletter Compiler: Matthew Williams (mattwill75@hotmail.com)
CTC Liaison Officer: Fraser Tomsett (01603 471827)
Other committee members: Jeff Jordan, Phyll Hardie
Hon. Treasurer David Davies
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Your chance to share your views

Norwich Cycling Campaign members’ meetings normally take place on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month in The Copeman Room, United Reformed Church, Prince’s 
Street.  Next meetings 17 September and 15 October.

Reporting potholes and other road defects:  Use www.fillthathole.org.uk

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts and Who’s Who 

Nature reserve developing at Guildhall?

Next  monthly meeting on 17 September 2009
7.30 pm in a room at Princes Street URC, access down ramp
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Miss it, miss out! 

Norwich Cycling Campaign Community direct action  ...when a job needs doing

NOTICE BOARD


	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p1_hq3
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p2
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p3
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p4
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p5
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p6
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p7
	Norwich CyclingCampaign-Newsletter74_comp_p8_2

