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            Like a stuck gramophone
the voices representing Norwich

                Cycling Campaign are forever going 
                on about the need for adequate 
cycle parking.  It’s getting quite boring.  

Wherever real people are using their bikes, and 
especially in the city centre, they simply need 
sensible racks in sensible places so they can 
tether the beast and get on with their lives.

Of course, bike racks themselves are pretty 
boring items (except in Barcelona), and if 
you’re a politician, it doesn’t do your street cred 
much to be seen to be calling for such ‘uncool’ 
hardware - you’d prefer to be seen banging on 
about trams or more wi-fi access.  Even those 
MPs who recognise the role of cycling in the life 
of Norwich are in danger of talking glibly of 
‘more cyclepaths’ and thus rather give 
themselves away as people who normally see 
cycling through the windscreen of a car (in 
most cases segregated paths are a completely 
unworkable solution in the city centre). 

So it is without apology that we return again to 
the subject of bike racks.

Back in 2005 we fought a tough battle to avoid 
losing bike parking spaces at Thorpe Railway 
Station when the bus interchange was being 
planned.  In the end we managed to get 10 per 
cent more spaces than were there originally, 
and some of these under cover, although 
rather tightly packed in.  

Thanks to the further growth in cycling since 
then, it seems the surplus has now been taken 

Matthew Williams
Newsletter Editor

Guildhall prison (Photo: Dave Davies)

facility.  Even the police 
seem to be having 
a laugh, adding 
their yellow sign!

Back in 2005 we fought a tough battle 
to avoid losing bike spaces at Thorpe 
Station when the bus interchange was 
being planned.  In the end we managed
to get 10% more spaces than were 
there before, and some of these under 
cover, although rather tightly packed in. 

up, and there are reports that the bike park is 
full to the gunnels on some days.  I took the 
picture below en route back home from a trip to 
the Netherlands, and it was almost (I say 
almost) like a scene outside a Dutch station! 
Anyone fancy a campaign to take out some car 
parking and turn the space into more bike 
parking?  We are serious, we need you.

Contrast the sorry state of affairs at another 
major bike parking location in the city centre –
outside Guildhall.  Some of the most well-used 
stands in Norwich fenced-off for many months 
while nothing is being done to repair the clock 
tower on the ancient building.  The point being, 
it would have been easy to have added a few 
more scaffold poles to create an adequate 
temporary cycle parking 

So it is without apology that we return again to 
the subject of bike racks.
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Thanks for making our AGM such a good event

I think everyone who attended the AGM on 19 November will agree that it was, once again, a great 
success.  The highlight was, of course, Mike Burrow’s talk and slide show about all the design changes to 
cycles he has been involved in over the years, and his recent cutting-edge development of “laid back” 
cycles made for speed - or recumbents to those who don’t know them.  You’ll find some pictures taken 
during the talk on page 3.  I must admit, I still can’t quite see me riding a “laid back” cycle however much 
Fraser tries to persuade me, but you never know. 

The AGM saw a number of changes to the committee due to several former stalwarts having to step down 
for a variety of reasons and several new members joining it for the first time.  Virginia, who stepped into 
the breach as Consultation Officer in June when Richard got himself elected to the County Council, will by 
the time you read this be off travelling round the world again.  Jeff has agreed to become Consultation 
Officer in her place.  Nicola has agreed to return to the committee as the minute taker in place of Matthew 
and Chris Le Breton has agreed to be Membership Secretary in place of Rachael, who will also be stepping 
down as Treasurer as she now lives some way from Norwich.  Matthew remains as Newsletter Editor and 
Olly as Website Officer and myself as Chair.  Phyll and Fraser are committee members joined by new 
member Bob Cutter who joined at the meeting.

I would like to say thanks to all those who have been involved in the Campaign this year especially those 
many members who have written to the council about various issues and led bike rides. 

As mentioned above, Rachael has decided to take a back seat in the Campaign for the next few years.  
Since I joined the group in 2005, and for several years prior to that, Rachael has been one of the stars: as 
Membership Secretary and lately as Treasurer as well: organising the rides in National Bike Week: 
organising printing and most other things that we needed.  The group is not only going to miss Rachael’s 
work but also her enthusiasm.  On behalf of the other members of the committee, I would like to take this 
opportunity to say thanks and wish her well in the future.

We do still need a Treasurer.  Also anyone who wants to become a member of the committee or just attend 
meetings is welcome to come along and take part.  The meetings are always open to members to come and 
have your say. 

Michael Dale

Also at this year’s AGM, we launched our new “Calling Card” 
which we hope will be both attractive and easy to use. Why not 
drop us a line and get a few cards to give to your friends and fellow 
cyclists?  The group always needs more members.  The more we 
have, the more we can advance the cause of cycling in Norwich, so 
if you can recruit a new member it would be a great help.

This year has been a successful one for the group.  Next year there will be new challenges to meet in order 
to make Norwich a place where cycling is taken seriously. Thanks for your continued membership and I 
hope 2010 will be a good year for you, your family and friends.



BCS
   Beccles
      Cycle
Strategy

The Beccles Millennium Project - building safe routes to schools

F o r  i n f o :   Sue’s Snippets from...
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The new section of Route 31 from 

Gillingham to Reedham Ferry was officially opened 

on 17th October and there was a celebratory ride 

led by Cllr Graham Elliott to Ravenous Cafe at 

Raveningham. Most riders went on to 

Reedham with Graham and all enjoyed the day immensely which had been organised by Stevie Spencer from Norfolk 

CC. Great thanks to Nigel and Richard for their Dr Bike Surgery on the day which went down very well!

Work continues on the Beccles Hub map and realistically will be ready for Spring next year. 

The master’s exposition...

Burrows on Bike Design:
Talk at Norwich Cycling Campaign AGM 19 

November 2009

“A most 
interesting 
evening.”

...bits of wool 
stuck all over the 

fairing...



Phyll’s Philosophies
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Meanwhile, a study in America has shown how dangerous using a 
mobile phone while driving can be.  Researchers have found 
that people talking on mobile phones are oblivious to their 
surroundings and cannot walk in a straight line – they meander 
randomly.  In the study more than two-thirds failed to notice a 
brightly dressed clown riding a unicycle among them.  The 
researchers call this phenomenon ‘attentional blindness’.  If 
drivers using mobiles cannot notice even the most garish antics 
going on around them, the prospects for cyclists unfortunate 
enough to come up against them are bleak indeed.

*

On 15 September I attended the official opening of the new 
Lady Julian cycle/pedestrian bridge which crosses the River 

In his book, ‘A Walk in the Woods’, Bill Bryson writes about the 
transport habits of the American people.  He states that for 

child gets picked up and driven from between a few hundred 
yards to three-quarters of a mile home.  (Those who live 
further away get a bus.)  Most children aged 16+ have their 
own cars.  On average the total walking of an American –
walking of all types, from home to car, from car to office, 
round the supermarket – adds up to 1.4 miles a week, barely 
350 yards a day.  In fact, in many American towns it’s not 
actually possible to be a pedestrian due to lack of footways.

This was written in 1997.  Is it as bad as that today?  Perhaps 
any readers who have recent experience of visiting or living in 
America can let us know.  What is worrying is that we in Britain 
tend to follow the American trend.  Certainly the number of 
cars on our roads today does not appear to be diminishing, in 
spite of the recession, and there is a swarm of learner drivers 
about.  No wonder that obesity is becoming such a health issue, 
in spite of more public awareness.  However, there must also be 
more cyclists about judging by the increased number of bikes 
parked at racks in the city.  Indeed we could do with more 
racks, these do not appear quickly enough.  More secure cycle 
parking = more people encouraged to cycle.  One of our 
campaigning aims.

*

every twenty minutes that he and 
his companion were walking along 
the Appalachian Trail they walked 
further than the average 
American walks in a week.  For 93 
per cent of all trips outside the 
home, for whatever distance or 
purpose, Americans now get in a 
car.  Bill tells of his neighbour who 
drives 800 yards to work, of a 
woman who drives 100 yards to 
pick up her child from a friend’s 
house.  He writes that at the end 
of the school day virtually every 

An accident reported in the latest East Kent Cycling Campaign 
newsletter could be relevant to us here.  A collision occurred 
between a cyclist on the Crab & Winkle Trail, a former railway 
line similar to our Marriott’s Way, and its crossing with a 
country lane.  The young woman cyclist was seriously injured 
and two passing cyclists attempted to call an ambulance.  It 
seems that when you dial 999 you are directed to a call centre, 
and they had no idea where the lane crosses the trail, such 
that it took the ambulance quite a while to find it.  Perhaps 
such junctions need a sign with the local postcode (for use with 
sat. nav.).  The same could also be handy for any sort of 
accident or sudden illness on these trails.  How can one direct 
an ambulance to the casualty?  I remember cycling on a former 
railway line through Edinburgh.  The route passes under a 
number of bridges, each of which is signed with the name of 
the road crossing it.  If for no other reason it is handy to know 
one’s whereabouts.  Certainly, on the outer reaches of 
Marriott’s Way it would be useful, and I have suggested it.  
Maybe we’ll see it one day.

Another issue highlighted by the Kent accident is that the 
speed limit on country lanes, which could be narrow and 
winding, is 60mph.  This surely should be reduced where such 
lanes approach junctions with cycle/pedestrian routes.

*

One wonders how much longer cyclists will be able to use the 
road without paying so called ‘road tax’.  The Government are 
so desperate to find new sources of income that they now 
intend to charge owners of horses and ponies a tax of at least 
£10.50 per animal per year.  In some countries cyclists already 
have to pay for an annual licence and display a tax disc.  It may 
not be too long before the idea catches on here.

Wensum near the railway station.  I had 
requested an invitation as a representative of 
the Cycling Campaign.  Sustrans ranger Mary 
Dodds and her husband John were also there.  
They had not been officially invited but 
signed themselves in with the remark that 
since this bridge is a link from the railway 
station to Route 1 they surely should be at 
the opening.  The ceremony was performed by 
our lord mayor Cllr Eve Collishaw (who has 
accompanied me on rides along Marriott’s Way 
on previous occasions).  

There were about 50 people (80 per cent of them male) at the 
opening and buffet lunch afterwards at Dragon Hall.  I knew 
very few of them, none representing other cycling or walking 
organisations.  I think most of those present were councillors, 
council officers and representatives of the developers, all 
congratulating themselves on this ‘visionary’ scheme.  I 
wondered how many of them will ever cross this bridge again. 

During a summer visit to my cousin Colin and wife Alison in 
Hastings I had the opportunity to cycle on Route 2 of the 
National Cycle Network.  Here we are used to Route 1 which 
goes all the way down the east side of the country, from the 
Shetlands to Dover.  Route 2 goes along the south coast, from 
Dover to Cornwall.  I borrowed a bike and Colin and I cycled 
along this route from Cooden through Bexhill and back to 
Hastings.  The route goes along the top of the shingle beach, 
which has been rolled flat by all the bicycle wheels.  I was glad 
to be on a mountain bike rather than my touring bike, and not 
to be laden with heavy panniers.  It was an interesting 
experience taking in some of the historic buildings featured in 
the TV ‘Coast’ series.

A week later I was cycling on Route 3, the Camel Trail, in 
Cornwall.  I on another borrowed bike, accompanied by brother 
Cliff in his electric buggy, set out to cycle the Wadebridge to 
Bodmin section.  However, following a Sustrans workcamp doing 
surfacing, then a lot of heavy rain, the softer sandy parts of 
the trail had been washed away leaving deep puddles and 
knobbly stones.  Half way along Cliff said the rough surface 
was upsetting his back and he’d have to return.  I subsequently 
wrote to North Cornwall District Council and Sustrans saying 



surely the trail surface should be usable by all, including the 
disabled – how about a tarmac surface.  I got the expected 
reply – no money available and anyway a rough surface deterred 
tearaway cyclists.  It’s the first time I’ve heard this excuse!  I 
suggested a dual track surface, similar to that found on the 
Trans Pennine Trail in the Doncaster area – tarmac for the 
cyclists and buggy users side by side with a soft surface for 
horse riders and walkers.  No answer to this one!

My enthusiasm and example have apparently rubbed off onto 
Colin and Alison, for since my visit they have cycled from 
Hastings to Eastbourne along Route 2 and also done the Cuckoo 
Trail.  I have found before that simply using a bike encourages 
others to do likewise.

*

Just before the newsletter went 
to press I attended the CTC/
Cyclenation conference at 
Nottingham, hosted by Pedals, the 
Nottingham Cycling Campaign. The 
conference was excellent, as 
usual. I'll be reporting on it in our 
next Newsletter.

Be seen, be safe, these long dark 
nights.                       

Phyll Hardie

Tim Mellors has reported that we are finally to get a secure cycle parking 

facility for Norwich, located in St Andrew’s Multistorey Car Park.  This 

location is just off National Cycle Network Route 1, and there will be 

prominent signing to allow visiting cycle tourists the chance of leaving their 

machines and luggage while they have a walk around the historic city centre.

Tim says: “Essentially the proposal is for a secure cage containing Sheffield 

stands, on the ground floor of the car park close to the Attendant's kiosk. It 

will use the space currently given over to 2 disabled parking spaces which 

are not required due to excess provision. Key features are: about 5 Sheffield 

stands, grill walls from floor to ceiling, electronic door lock to allow door to be 

opened by Attendants in their kiosk or if they are elsewhere in the building by 

an Attendant's communications device, new floor coating, signage from St 

Georges Street/St Andrews Street, possible alarm point on/within the 

structure and additional CCTV camera and lighting.  As regards timescale, 

we are looking to commence on site towards the end of January and 

complete by March/April.”

GOOD NEWS 2

BAD NEWS

Rumours abound that a 
decision has been made to 
resurface Whitlingham Lane in 
the very near future!!!

Could this really be true after 
all these years?  Watch this 
space!

A mere sample of Whitlingham Lane 

potholes (Nov 2009)

So they do exist after all!  Freight 
Consolidation Vehicle sighted in 
London Street, 18 September at 
9.45 am (Photo: Nick Bearman)

GOOD NEWS 1

Location of intended secure cycle parking facility

GOOD NEWS 3

Recently announced schemes should be 
generally good for cycling – including 
rationalising current restrictions in the city 
centre – more in next Newsletter Page 5
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Norwich Cycling Campaign members’ meetings normally take place on the 
3rd Thursday of the month in The Copeman Room, United Reformed Church, 
Prince’s Street (go down the ramp).  

Reporting potholes and other road defects:  Use www.fillthathole.org.uk

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts and Who’s Who 

BE SAFE BE SEEN

Next  monthly meeting on 17 December 2009
7.30 pm in a room at Princes Street URC, access down ramp

NOTICE BOARD

Advertising feature

For all your favourite potholes5

DON’T FORGET TO USE www.fillthathole.org.uk

Are you interested in stopping SMIDSY?  Take a look at www.stop-smidsy.org.uk

21.1
1.09

                Example from Matthew

There it was, a nasty pothole around a 
metal cover right at the entry to my beloved 
West Pottergate route at Heigham Road/
Earlham Road.       HORROR.

Back home, submitted a report on 
www.fillthathole.org. 
It took less than 3 minutes.  

A few days later, it was patched.  
SORTED!              ... DELIGHT.

                Testimonial from Phyll

There was a deep hole in the road at a junction near my 

home.  It had been there some time and, being on a bus 

route, was getting more dangerous by the day.  I contacted 

www.fillthathole.org.uk and, what do you think?  The deepest 

hole was mended within three days.  The whole area of the 

hole was very rough and had white lines painted round it.  

Now that has all been resurfaced.  So Fill That Hole really 

does work, and fast!

08.11.0
9

Don’t just moan about poor surfaces, 
you can do something about it.

IT’S COMPLETELY FREE 
AND IT WORKS!


