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through a car windscreen that leaves them 
unable to embrace the realities of the twenty-
first century. 
Even ambivalence towards cycling can lead to 
unnecessary problems for bike users – see our 
‘Gripes Gallery’ on page 5, for example. 
As the ramifications of the recent electoral 
result begin to become more clear, there are 
some of us who are concerned that Norwich 
may, after all the progress of recent years, be 
in danger of slipping back to those dark times 
when aliens from outside were imposing their 
misguided notions of economic development 
based on more cars, not bikes, in the city.
Whatever your views on where we’re heading 
as a nation, it would appear that there remains 
a job to be done constantly making the 
arguments (economic or otherwise) for a more 
cycle-friendly city.  As they say, it’s not rocket 
science, and the manifestations of cycle-
friendliness are modest and commonsensical, 
like more straightforward cycling routes through 
the city (‘permeability’) and sufficient places to 
leave your bike (‘parking facilities’).

Once again we’re approaching Bike Week, with 
its opportunities to focus on the activity that 
most of us do all the year round.  Do let’s all 
hurl ourselves again into the melee and do 
keep supporting your Cycling Campaign.  
Better still, encourage friends and family to join.
When it comes to cycling in Norwich, the only 
way is up.

Matthew Williams
Newsletter Editor
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Unbelievably, there 
are still people out 
there who are still 
anti-cycling, either 
from a large personal 
chip on their shoulder 
or simply because of a 
view of the world 

or so this sign in 
Maddermarket could be interpreted.  

BTW… The police called to say my dog 
almost caused an accident today by chasing a 
man on his bike. This is ridiculous.  My dog 
hasn't got a bike.
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from the Chair

Michael updates us 
Membership Changes
As you may know, over the last 2 years the Campaign has been moving to a single membership renewal date 
of the 1st July. In March the committee agreed that the new membership fees should be £10 per household 
and £5 for unwaged and under 21 years of age.
It was also agreed that members could register as many members of their family as individual members at 
the same address at no extra cost. The campaign committee felt that the campaign is not short of money, but 
is presently short of members. I would like to encourage you to register all those in your household interested 
in cycling as members and if possible to let us have their e-mail addresses so we can send the quarterly 
newsletter to them individually.
For those members without e-mail we will still send 1 copy of the newsletter to each house, but would still 
encourage you to register all members of your household interested in cycling as members.
We also agreed to contact the UEA Students Union in order to try and recruit new members there who are 
interested in cycling and offer the £10 membership rate for a shared household.
The reasons behind these changes is to build our membership base so that when we speak on behalf of 
cyclists in Norwich we do so with a greater strength in numbers and to attract new members to participate in 
our campaigns in the future. The committee is very mindful that we need new faces and new ideas to move 
forward. We would be very pleased if members not presently active in the campaign attend our meetings, 
which are always open, and let us know what you think the campaign should be doing on behalf of cyclists in 
Norwich.
Political Changes 
Members will be aware from previous newsletters that the campaign has supported the creation of a unitary 
authority in Norwich, albeit not the one given the go-ahead in February by the then government. As I am 
writing this, we are still unsure if the proposed change in local government will go ahead and indeed the new 
minister for Local Government has stated that he will use emergency powers to halt Norwich’s move to a 
unitary. 
We supported Norwich’s unitary status bid because we believed that cycling improvements in Norwich 
would be best served if there was a single council in charge of transport policy for Norwich. Although the 
present proposals would still exclude large areas of the “real” city of Norwich I am still of the view that the 
proposals are a step in the right direction. However if the new government has its way we will be left with 
decisions on transport in Norwich being decided by councillors from Loddon, Diss and Kings Lynn. 
A more direct threat to building a better, more comprehensive and cycling friendly transport system in 
Norwich is the current financial deficit and the plans to reduce it. Whichever party, or as it happened 
coalition of parties, formed the new government cuts in expenditure were going to be made. In the next few 
months I would be surprised if both the plans for NDR and duelling of the A12 survive as both represent 
easy targets for immediate savings even if in the long run the costs savings make very little difference. 
During the 1993 financial crisis the then Tory government cancelled overnight 90% of new road projects and 
others were severely reduced in scope.
However a far more dangerous is the cuts to transport funding at a local level.  This winter we saw the results 
of 30 years of under-funding of road surfaces when a short but severe cold spell left most roads full of 
potholes, many the result of past inadequate repairs. Cyclist were the major victims of these with many of us 
ridding over not just the potholes but roads full of fragments of broken road surfaces for weeks on end as the 
councils struggled to keep up with the repairs. To cope with this Norfolk County Council siphoned off £1m 
integrated transport funding (funding for the future) to use to patch up the roads.
The new government has already announced a freeze on council tax bills for the next year but has not said 
where already overstretched councils will find the savings to fund this. Given that the cost of statutory duties 
(the things that the council must by law do like social services for the elderly and education provision) 
continue to grow fast, and between them account for over 80% of the councils budget the suspicion must be 
that Transport, the next largest cost in most councils budget, will take a big hit. 
Many years ago when I was a councillor in Peterborough involved in transport the then Director of Transport 
briefed councillors on the funding of transport in the city, 30% of the money the government gave to the 
council for roads and repairs to the infrastructure per year was used to plug the funding gap in Education and 
both Adult and Children’s social services. This had been the policy of the previous county council and as the 
funding in the statutory duties still existed and were getting worse the “transport budget” which was not ring 
fenced would continue to be used for non transport reasons.
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Michael Dale

Work finally got underway on installing the secure cycle parking facility in late March, 
and it will be officially opened during Bike Week.

Further update from on the secure cycle parking at St Andrew’s Multi-storey Car Park (see Newsletter 76 page 3)
We finally got there on this one …

NORWICH CYCLING CAMPAIGN ON SHOW
See previous article on page 3 of Newsletter 76

Michael Dale and Joe Dillon outside Ethica shop, where we held our successful exhibition in March

On 7th April the Cycling Campaign was contacted by a member, Ray Abigail with the following observation.   
“I’d just arranged to visit the opticians for my annual eye test, as my eyes are obviously failing. Last year there were a pair of 
handy bike racks by the pedestrian crossing in St Augustine's where it meets Pitt Street, and near the opticians. Now, I can't 
see them at all! (Photo attached, taken 7/4/2010). I assume their removal is part of the St Augustine’s giant roundabout re-
working that is currently taking place.”   
According to the plans presented to Councillors for the massive Gyratory system these racks were to be replaced by shiny 
new Sheffield stands, so I contacted Barry Lloyd, project Engineer and arranged to meet him on Thursday 15th April.  
Following my site meeting, apparently the racks were removed to access the gas pipe works, and will be reinstated forthwith. 
Until I spoke about this they were just going to leave cyclists with no parking there until at least October 2010, when the new 
Sheffield stands are due to be installed here when this area is re-paved after completion of the linked road works. 
Having heard nothing from either the engineer nor local cyclists, I happened to pass by St Augustine’s on Tuesday 18th May, 
and found the racks were still missing!    So a few angry emails to engineer Lloyd and his boss (and his boss followed). I am 
assured that the old racks will be put back – and were in place on Saturday – until such time as the new racks are installed 
sometime in late Autumn 2010.  If we were motorists we wouldn’t have such a casual approach to removal of access or 
parking by highway engineers, so we should not have to put up with it.  
Please let me know if your favourite cycle racks are suddenly removed or made inaccessible and I will try and do what I can 
to get it rectified. Contact Richard by phone 01603 504124, or email richard.bearman@norfolk.gov.uk. We should demand 
sufficient notice of works and the right to alternative arrangements.
The one I can’t seem to fix is the scaffolding round the Guildhall, maybe another concerted effort by campaigners is due soon 
– this site must be due for a birthday cake and press release by now??  Over to you Jeff!       

… but plenty more to be working on ...

The campaign has for many years sought to influence road planners when they plan new junctions, crossings 
or implement road safety improvements etc. We have successfully gained cycle improvements like ASLs and 
cycle links by getting amendments planned work by the councils. However, we rely on getting these 
improvements on council’s spending money on their transport infrastructure. If money is denied to councils 
or siphoned off infrastructure to fund short term repairs or other non transport needs cyclists will be the main 
victims.   
At this point we do not know what the cuts to councils spending on infrastructure will be or if the 
government is likely to continue with Local Transport Plans etc. More than ever, campaigns like ours are 
needed to persuade politicians, both councillors and MP’s that cycling is important economically, 
environmentally and for the general health of citizens. Simply patching up holes will not make congestion, 
pollution and a population growing unhealthier by the day go away. Funding a greater integrated cycle and 
pedestrian focused transport system might.

reports Cllr Richard Bearman



Phyll’s Philosophies
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 Phyll Hardie

plans into practice.  We also hear that ministerial cars carried 
politicians 2.6 million miles in the past year, up 10 per cent on 
the previous year, with the cost of the service rising by two-
fifths over the past five years.  Last year the car service cost 
£14.8 million, while mileage travelled rose to 2.6 million, from 
2.4 million the previous year.  How much of this mileage could 
have been covered by bicycle, one wonders.  Chris Mullins, a 
former Labour minister, tried to cut mileage in his ministerial 
car to that which was strictly necessary.  However, he recounts 
in his diary that he encountered resistance from Whitehall 
because drivers were heavily dependent on overtime and also 
that his own department would lose money if he reduced his car 
use.  Well, this sounds like a prime candidate for a savings cut.

*

looked them up on my computer.  Apparently they are a pedal-
powered delivery service for Norwich and surrounding villages.  
Their prices are cheaper than Royal Mail too.  They follow 
similar cycle courier services nationwide.

*
A report just out from Living Streets, which represents 
pedestrians, finds that almost 43 per cent of pupils are now 
driven to school by parents, despite concerns that lack of 
exercise is contributing to a sharp increase in childhood obesity.  
Parents’ biggest concerns are fear of traffic and abduction by 
strangers.  I would say that bullying by other pupils could be 
added to that, along with convenience – mothers driving their 
children to school on their way to work.  Traffic accidents and 
the very occasional abduction get plenty of press coverage in an 
effort to sell their wares, but they raise irrational fears among 
parents.  Maybe the press could be 
encouraged to promote more active means of getting about, like 
pictures of famous personalities cycling or walking to school 
with their kids.

Lat time, I wrote about the 
Conservatives, that if they won 
the general election, they had 
plans to provide a number of 
folding bikes available for use by 
MPs travelling to meetings.  Well, 
now we can see if they put these 

Rather than receiving an electronic 
version, I prefer to have a hard 
(paper) copy of the newsletter.  
Imagine my surprise when, instead of 
the postman, my last issue was 
delivered by cycle courier.  I noticed 
on the envelope the logo ‘Cycle Link’ so

*
As I write I have just returned from a tour of Cornwall with 
friend Christine.  Although it is not yet the height of the 
tourist season we were pleasantly surprised at the number of 
cyclists we saw, most of whom were obviously on tour as shown 
by their laden panniers.  Whenever I get the opportunity I try 
to get into conversation with them.  Cornwall may be a very hilly 
county but it has beautiful and quite varied scenery.  I find that 
many of the cyclists are from mainland Europe, and many have 
been attracted by the existence of the Camel Trail.  This is a 
disused railway line, part of NCN route 3, running from Bodmin 
to Padstow alongside the River Camel, with an extension from 
Wenfordbridge joining the main trail at Dunmere.  It is of 
course a delight, some of it deeply wooded with banks covered 
with bluebells and other wildflowers, and with river estuary and 
eventually the sea.  The Camel Trail appears to be world famous.  
Have we anything to compare with it?  So much more could be 
done to promote our Marriott’s Way.  I’ve spoken to bicycle 
users in the city who have never heard of it.  They don’t realise 
the joys of riding on a traffic free rural route so close at hand.  
Maybe every Bike Week programme should include a day ride 
along Marriott’s Way to a lunch stop at Reepham, or perhaps to 
a coffee / tea stop at Drayton for a half day ride.

*
Looking forward to seeing some of you on our Bike Week events.

*
I could hardly believe my eyes when I read on the front page of 
the daily paper that the traditional postman’s bikes are to be 
phased out as Royal Mail has decided that Britain’s roads are 
now too dangerous for postal deliveries to be made by this 
means.  The bikes will be replaced by vans, or walking postmen 
pulling trolleys in areas not suitable for motor vehicles.  I 
wonder what the posties themselves think of the idea?  Around 
here, in Thorpe St Andrew, all our posties are on bikes.  I can’t 
see them being too happy to give them up for a van or trolley.  

This is another idea that smacks of 
a nanny state with no consideration 
for traffic reduction or the 
environment.  I always thought 
what a good example our posties 
gave to the general public.  I guess 
if the HSE had its way we’d all be 
confined to cycling on cycle paths 
and shared use facilities.

(from www.bikeradar.com)

The achievements of British folding bike specialists Brompton have 
been recognised with two Queen’s Awards for Enterprise, in the 
Innovation and International Trade categories.

The Innovation award has been made in recognition of the continued 
improvements to the design and manufacture of the Brompton over 
many years – incremental, often small changes to a design that is 
basically the same as inventor Andrew Ritchie’s first batch of pre-
production bikes. 
He built these virtually single-handedly in 1981 (crafting many parts by 
hand) after failing to find backing for the project from any large 
company, and sold them to investors. There have been almost countless 
improvements over the years, and four different ‘Marks’. Two of the 
biggest changes came in 2000 in the shape of the Mark 3, which 
included an overhaul of tyres, brakes, lights and colour scheme (among 
much else), and in 2005 when the Mark 4 saw titanium variants 
introduced. 
The award in the International Trade category is Brompton’s second, 
and comes 15 years after their first award in 1995. It’s been earned for 
consistent increases in export revenues over the past six years (up 184 
percent), creating over 60 jobs and accounting for two-thirds of 
production output. From that initial pre-production run of 50 bikes, 
annual Brompton production now stands at over 20,000 – all made in 
their West London factory. 
Will Butler-Adams, managing director of Brompton Bicycle Ltd, said: 
"In 1995, as a fledgling company led by the inventor Andrew Ritchie, 
Brompton were honoured with the Queen’s Award for Export 
Achievement. That award gave the staff and distributors great pride and 
enthusiasm as it recognised the success of this London-made folding 
bike. That team, augmented by a further 90 staff, have worked hard over 
the intervening 15 years to turn that early triumph into a long-lasting 
British manufacturing success story.
"All of us at Brompton are immensely proud and honoured by the 
recognition of the Queen’s Awards for Enterprise in both the 
International Trade and Innovation categories. Our aims today remain 
the same as they ever were: to make great folding bikes that do 
everything and more that is asked of them, made here in London and 
enjoyed the world over."

Brompton get royal 
seal of approval
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Tony Clarke uncovers some evidence on road casualties

… or just a few examples of why we still need Norwich Cycling Campaign

Ten years ago, during a non-working period, I decided to look at the statistics on road accidents. I consulted the 
Department of Transport, the National Health Service and the Motor Insurers Bureau. It appeared to me that although 
fatalities were fairly accurately reported there was an under-reporting of other injuries by about 30%. However, the 
official report for 2008, published September 2009 now suggests that there is in fact an enormous gap.

Police reported Central Estimate

All road Casualties 230,905 800,000

Seriously injured 26,034 80,000

Children casualties 21,996 80,000

Comparisons with death registrations show that very few, if any, road accident fatalities are not reported to the police. It 
has long been known that a considerable proportion of non-fatal casualties are not known to the police and hospital, 
survey and compensation claims data all indicate a higher number of casualties than are reported.

Best current estimate, derived from survey data with cross-checking against other data sources, is that the total number 
of road casualties in Great Britain each year, including those not reported to police, is within the range 680-920,000 with 
a central estimate of 800,000. [Source “Reported Road Casualties Great Britain 2008 Annual Report” DfT 2009]

This huge discrepancy must raise questions about road safety policy and planning but it seems to have gone unnoticed by 
the media. Anthony.clarke22@btconnect..com

Following these recent works at Newmarket Road, we 
have a 30mm vertical upstand left at the ‘drop kerb’ 

‘All traffic’ does not 
include bicycles then 
(sign in background 
sends cycles another 
way) – Earlham 
Cemetery

The importance of 
cycle paths to Eaton

Public highway on 
the busy cycle link at 

West Pottergate

Just joking – this is 
Leatherhead, just to 
show how lucky we 
really are in Norwich!

Oh well then at Westwick Street

Brainless block: the only potential southbound 
route for cyclists, and plenty of room too
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Norwich Cycling Campaign members’ meetings normally take place on the 3rd Thursday of the month in 
The Copeman Room, United Reformed Church, Prince’s Street (go down the ramp).  

Forthcoming meetings:  15 July, 19 August 2010

!! Deadline for material for Autumn newsletter: 23 August 2010 !!

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts and Who’s Who 

NATIONAL BIKE WEEK 2010 (19 – 27 June)
Saturday 19th June 2010:   QE1P Ride, Queen Elizabeth I Progress Ride, following the route taken by the charismatic queen and her 

entourage on her six-day visit to Norwich in 1578, with stops to look at the events and happenings along the way.
In a similar style to last year’s Kett’s Rebellion Ride.  Three optional stages.  First stage: meet at Cringleford 
Green at 0930 hrs for a ride to Bracon Ash, returning to Norwich for Second Stage: meet at Harford Bridges 
(outside Marsh Harrier) at 1100 hrs for multi-stop ride through city centre (via St Stephen’s, Market Place and 
Cathedral Close), incl. lunch stop.  Third stage: meet at St Giles Gate (footbridge opposite St John’s Cathedral) 
at 1400 hrs for ride via Earlham Bridge to Costessey Park.  Led by Matthew Williams and Michael Dale.

Monday 21st June 2010: Tour of Britain local launch at The Forum.  See www.tourofbritain.norfolk.gov.uk for details.

Tuesday 22nd June 2010: Evening pub ride to King’s Head, Hethersett.  Meet at The Forum 1800 hrs.  UEA Porter’s Lodge 1830 hrs.  
Organised by Martin Badham.

Wednesday 23rd June 2010: Bike to Work Breakfast (Energy Savings Trust), including Dr Bike session.

Wednesday 23rd June 2010: Official opening of secure cycle parking facility at St Andrew’s Car Park, Duke Street, by Lord Mayor.  Followed 
by VIP Ride for city and county officers.

All welcome!

Still available:Calling cards (email us for supplies)

See www.teamgreenbritain.org and www.bikeweek.org.uk. 
The Tour of Britain comes to Norfolk 

- The Tour of Britain is coming to Norfolk on Thursday 

16th September

- This will be the 6th leg of this national 8 day event 

which will finish in London on Saturday 18th

September.
- The route is the longest in the Tour of Britain at 189 

km.
- Starts at 11:00 and finishes at 3:30-4:00pm. 

- The race will start in the Tuesday Market Place in 

Kings Lynn and will follow the North Norfolk coastline 

to Sheringham before turning inland taking a route 

through Holt, Aylsham and Coltishall into Norwich city 

centre. Leaving Norwich the race heads out to 

Salhouse, Wroxham, Horning and Caister before 

finishing in Great Yarmouth. 

- Between 70,000 and 100,000 spectators are 

expected to attend the race in Norfolk at the start, finish 

and lining the route. 

- 96 cyclists compete. The race convoy or ‘bubble’ is 

comprised of first aid, press, police and team vehicles. 

60 motorcycles lead the bubble enforcing the rolling 

road closures 36 police motorcyclists and 30 members 

of British Cycling. 

- The Norfolk local launch has been arranged for June 

21 at The Forum, Norwich, during National Bike week.  

It will feature activities including the wattbikes, BMX 

display and cycling club displays.  

- Keep your eye on www.tourofbritain.norfolk.gov.uk


