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Almost 120 Norwich homes 
to be knocked down to make 
way for new roads
Plans to demolish almost 120 homes in Norwich 
to make way for gyratory road systems have been 
given the green light.
As previously reported, Norfolk City Council has 
earmarked 965 houses to be bulldozed so men in 
white hats and bright yellow coats can build 
affordable roads.

The council's planning committee 
has given the go-ahead for more 
homes to be knocked down to 
make way for affordable roads
will be a shot in the arm for the local economy 
and sustain the region for years to come.
As part of a multi-million pound deal with the 
Homes and Communities Agency, the council 
is selling the sites to Norfolk Road 
Partnership to build affordable roads.
At a meeting of the council’s planning 
committee yesterday, councillors sealed the 
fate of three rows of houses in Mile Cross.
They granted permission for 75 homes in 
Bowers Avenue to be demolished to make 
way for seven gyratories and eight dual 
carriageways; for five racetracks and three 
shapeless raised flower beds to replace 28

The council says more 
than a third of the 4,368 
council-owned properties
around Norwich are 
empty or just being lived 
in, and at a time when the 
city’s fleet of cars and
vans is growing, it makes 
sense for them to make 
way for tarmac.  This 

They also agreed 12 traffic light control boxes 
could be built in the former living room of a 
sheltered accommodation block off Orchard 
Street, despite objections from residents and 
people who work in nearby businesses who said 
they would attract graffiti and stuff.
A council official urged the committee to agree a 
proactive approach to building the roads that we 
need, while admitting that these may not always 
be in the preferred locations.  
It was also necessary to include measures to 
prevent the roads being used by bicycles, such 
as putting a bumpy strip of tarmac alongside the 
carriageway in places so that drivers can point at 
it and sound their horns at any cyclists using the 
road.  ‘We have to tackle a widespread problem 
that once new roads are built for traffic, cyclists 
try to use them’, explained a spokesman.

Spring is here and summer is on the way!  Time to get out there.

Blue-sky thinking: red car and green cobbles at Botolph Street

bungalows in Sleaford Green; and for 16 
garages and a cycle rack in Vale Green to be 
knocked down so two eliptical blobs of flint 
cobbles can be installed.



Gas Hill Gasp 2011 
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Cycling into Mainstream                  Jeff Jordan shares some thoughts

from the Chair

For those of us in the Campaign, cycling seems such an obvious choice for getting 
around,  healthy for us and the planet. It’s almost free once you have your bike and the 
quickest way to travel around  the city and a pleasure to ride in the country
Cycling is not for everyone, but so many people, especially younger people could 
easily make this their choice.

Whilst a minority of people cycle at present, economics could be a major pressure for change.
We have many negative developments at present, increasing unemployment, with 16-25 year olds 
particularly affected. If these young people hope to be car owners, insurance is much more expensive 
with changes to the legality of parents insuring a car in their own name, but the main driver being their 
son or daughter. Insurance  costs  have gone up substantially for most of us, but premiums for young men 
are highest.
With Education Maintenance  Allowances  ending , young students will no longer use this to pay for their 
travel, and free school transport is also being reduced. I think these  young   people  are  most likely to 
cycle instead of driving or catching buses.
Petrol prices are soaring with unrest in oil producing countries having a big impact.
Bus services are under threat across the country, especially in rural areas. This year Norfolk County 
Council have largely protected these services, despite making cuts of £60m, this year, but with 2 further 
years each with a reduction  of  £55m, the Council may not be able to repeat this in future years.  
Norwich Cycling Campaign is affiliated to the Norfolk Coalition Against the Cuts, recognising that 
cycling facilities,  and pothole repair will all suffer.
With the sacking of 1000 County Council staff this year, many will no longer be able to afford to drive.
We are all aware of the need to exercise to maintain good health and to help avoid obesity, and many 
people are gym members. Avoiding these monthly fees may be an early saving when incomes stay the 
same in the face of rising inflation.
When we look back to the days when hundreds of workers cycling  home  stopped other traffic at the 
factory gates, these were people cycling from necessity, rather than choice.
Whilst regretting the causes of higher unemployment and reduced income, people may be more receptive 
to the promotion of cycling from campaigns like ours, and more ready to take up cycling, with all the 
benefits this brings.                                                                                                                                  Jeff

Our very best wishes to Tony Clarke for a speedy recovery

Anyone in the local cycling world who knows Tony will be now have heard about his terrible accident on Saturday 26 February 
– not a fall from a bike, but down a trap door into the cellar when visiting the cycle shop Pedal Revolution.

The cycling paramedic was the first of the emergency services on site but the Fire Brigade and the Air Ambulance were also 
involved in getting Tony from the cellar to the University Hospital. 

At the time of writing we do not know the full extent of his injuries, which certainly include a number of broken bones including 
two broken shoulders, five broken ribs and a cracked pelvis.

Everyone in Norwich Cycling Campaign will surely want to join in wishing 71 year old Tony a full and speeding recovery.

Ken Joliffe, Derek Lusher and the other folks who have run the Lotus League have 
agreed with Norwich City Council to run the Gas Hill Gasp hill climb 7pm Friday 8 
July (the Lord Mayor's Celebration weekend). 
It will be a hill climb with a difference - four up start across the road (which will be 
closed); in addition to the Elite Scratch competition (small field - big prizes) there will 
be events for under 12s, under 16s, Club Teams and Business House Teams. 
This will be a chance to promote cycling to a wider audience. Marshalls, and other 
helpers will be required – so contact the Chief Marshall, Fraser Tomsett on 
fraser92@ntlworld.com and offer your help.

Gas Hill Gasp 2011 
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Vacancy for Cycling Column Writer for the EDP - Cycling County

It's with a heavy heart and great reluctance that I have found myself retiring from the 
position of Cycling Columnist for the EDP. I've been covering weekly Norfolk cycle rides 
from spring to late summer for 6 years now and for a number of reasons including 
heavy family commitments, I have stepped down from the saddle. 

This leaves an opening for anyone who wishes to continue in my tracks. I would love it if 
someone would like to continue with this very positive publicity for cycling in the area and in 
general. It's been great for raising the profile of cycling and it would be great if it could 
continue.

Please call me on 01502 470796 if you would like to discuss it further, and I'll be able to 
make Trevor Heaton's day (he's waiting expectantly at the EDP!)

Sue Bergin, Beccles

While crossing the US-Mexican border on his bicycle, the man was 
stopped by a guard who pointed to the two sacks the man had on his 
shoulders. “What’s in the bags?” asked the guard. “Sand,” said the cyclist. 
“Get them off – we’ll take a look,” said the guard. The cyclist did as he 
was told, emptied the bags, and proving they contained nothing but sand, 
reloaded the bags, put them on his shoulders and continued across the 
border. 
Two weeks later, the same thing happened. Again the guard demanded to 
see the two bags, which again contained nothing but sand. 
This went on every week for six months, until one day the cyclist with the 
sand bags failed to appear. 
A few days later, the guard happened to see the cyclist in the town. “Say 
friend, you sure had us crazy,” said the guard. “We knew you were 
smuggling something across the border. I won’t say a word – but what is it 
you were smuggling?”    “Bicycles!” replied the cyclist.

From Private Eye

After years and years, the Route 1 surface 
going through Whitlingham Country Park, 
Norwich has finally been resurfaced!
Fantastic news for everyone concerned.
Graham Bergin was out with the Broads 
Authority team and noticed something funny in 
the park...the surface was smooth and devoid 
of potholes, dips and holes!! It's reckoned to 
have been completed sometime in December.

Sue Bergin reports..

GOOD NEWS FROM WHITLINGHAM 
Anthony Wright of Sustrans responds…

“I hate to dampen your delight, there is 
still a 250m section at the end of 
Whitlingham Lane leading to the A47 
viaduct that was not included in the 
resurfacing works. Apparently this section 
is the responsibility of the City Council 
and not the County Council.  I emailed 
the City Cycling Officer regarding this 
matter and await his response.
All that said, the new resurface is good 
while the speed cushions and rumble 
strips appear to slow the traffic. However 
I fear there is insufficient fall to drain 
away surface water.”

SPOTTED IN NORWICH

Scalping machines being deployed to 
stop cyclists using handy nip-through 

from Pottergate to Charing Cross

MIND THE GAP #1

Vital gap in railings at St Crispin’s 
won by Cycling Campaign years ago 

- don’t let anyone take it away!
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Lest we become too parochial, we usually feature snippets contributed by Sue Bergin of Beccles Cycle Strategy (BCS).
This time, we’re just happy to reproduce the organisation’s new logo - it’s now BBCS, obviously expanding its influence!
Watch this space...

F o r  i n f o :   Sue’s Snippets from...

More travelogue from Michael Dale

In early December 2009, just as Margaret and I started to think about our annual cycling holiday.  Before 
indecision set in about where we go, how long for and how to get there, an e-mail arrived from European 
Bike Express in my mail box. 
If you like cycling in France, you will find European Bike Express is a superb way to get you and your bike to the 
further parts of France. It’s simple to use, flexible, cheap, friendly, designed for cyclists and it runs from May till 
October.  In the five times we have used it ourselves, our luggage and our bikes have all arrived safely and 
completely undamaged. There are 23 pick up/drop off points in England and 26 in France and Spain.
After a look through various guide books and on the internet, we chose last year to visit the Jura Mountains via 
the Cote-d’Or.  And so on June 26th with our panniers packed but for the first time without a tent, no longer 
offering the pretence that we would be camping or as backup should we fail to find a hotel, we set off. 
The first part of the trip was by train to Waltham Cross, a few miles from our pickup point at Waltham Abbey.  In 
previous years we had driven to the pickup points and left the car with people EBE recommend for this service, 
costing some £15-20 per week. This time we decided to make our holiday completely car free and do the 
travelling by train.
Norwich to London by train, booked about 6 weeks before departure at very cheap rates, is not a problem, and you 
can put your bike in the goods wagon. The staff are very helpful as usual. London to Waltham Cross was the first 
irritation as there are no bike spaces on these trains so you have to put them in a doorway. Still the staff are all 
right as were the other passengers. The cycle ride from Waltham Cross to Waltham Abbey is not very pleasant but 
we arrived with 2 hours to spare. At 12pm, after cycling to the pick up point and swapping holiday plans with 
another cyclist, our bikes are loaded on to the specially designed bike carrier attached to the rear of the coach and 
our real journey begins. At 2am we arrive in Beaune and check into our pre-booked motorway chain hotel.

continued on page 5



was going through the recently reopened mile long railway tunnel between Cluny and Macon. Before going into 
the tunnel, which is only open between April and September as it is also the hibernation place of a rare bat, you 
need to put on extra clothes as the temperature is near freezing inside. The cycle paths are generally well 
signposted, well maintained and very well used. Over the next three weeks we saw hundreds of cyclists using 
them from all sorts of backgrounds: on touring holidays like us, on school trips, shopping or just going to work.
We decided to go to the Jura Mountains because a) it was said not to be a big tourist area (cars, caravans high 
prices etc) b) the cycling, we read, was very good especially along the River Ain and its gorges and c) it looked 
good on Google earth. All of these we found were true, but an added ingredient this year was fine weather. 
We usually take a tent on holiday, as we both like the idea of arriving in a country and cycling until you find a 
place to stay where you usually decide on the next days destination over lunch. This year we decided not to, 
partly because in previous years it has been too wet to be pleasurable day after day but mostly because it’s too 
uncomfortable. This works well where there is plenty of accommodation.  Luckily we went in a not too busy 
period, because in the lower reaches of the Ain most of the hotels have closed (as have many of the village shops) 
due to the current recession, big chains near the motorways and the popularity of camper vans. If we had gone a 
week or two later, we would have struggled to find accommodation in the three days we had before we reached 
our destination. As it was, on two days we had to cycle an extra 20km in temperatures reaching near 40 degrees 
before finding a place to stay. Next time I will book ahead. On a plus side, cycling the Gorges de L’Ain and the 
Lac De Vouglans was simply stunning at times.  Although a climb of 900ft, it’s along the river so actually fairly 
easy.  Leaving the tent behind certainly fixed the weather, with only one afternoon’s rain during three weeks 
whereas normally our trips coincide with an unexpected monsoon.
Even better this year we had decided to book a week in a place called Clairvaux les Lacs. A small but vibrant 
town in the heart of the Jura Mountains it was a centre for a week’s, cycling, swimming, walking and canoeing.  
It has two clear turquoise lakes created out of limestone by glaciers but an even better place would have been at 
Lac de Chalain about 20km to the north, with its stunning lake and the nearby famous Cascades du Herisson a 
series of seven waterfalls dropping 300m in just over 3km. Normally the waters in early July would still be cold 
but in the heat wave they were actually fairly warm - perfect for a 8am swim to start the day with other  
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Beaune is the capital of the Cote d’Or and the centre of the Burgundy wine 
trade. Whilst very attractive in a way, it is also full of people looking for a 
bargain, despite there being none to be had. You can easily pay £10-15 for a 
very small glass of a moderate quality wine and another £20 for a mediocre 
plat de jour that 30km down the road will buy you the whole bottle and a 
great meal. As we did 5 years before, we head straight out to Chalon-sur-
Saone about 30km away and to our first pleasant surprise. 
Since our trip 5 years before, the French have been investing in a network 
of cycle paths similar to the British national bike routes. Some of these are 
safe roads, some off road and most a bit of both. The one we stumbled on to 
by accident on our way to Chalon was an old canal path that joined on to an 
old railway track at Chalon taking us first to Cluny, site of the now 
demolished Benedictine Abbey and then to Macon. 
Both the canal path and the former railway line were great, with a number 
of places en-route offering toilets and water refilling places. The water 
refilling was by now getting essential as the temperatures were now 
reaching to 30 degrees, and even higher after 11am. The journey took us 
gently upwards through some very beautiful countryside, but best of all 

enthusiasts (mostly Swiss), and 
in the middle of the very hot 
afternoons. 
If anyone wants a great place to 
holiday in the mountains, they 
certainly would not go far 
wrong with the Jura.  The 
geology gives long valleys with 
sides that get steeper as you get 
nearer the Swiss border. Gen-
erally the gradients are not too 
steep, except at the hairpin 
bends.  There are many quiet 
roads with mountain meadows 
for cows producing Comte 
cheese, and some of the most 
amazing views.

Michael Dale



… Answers on 
page 8
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1. Where are you likely to be met at a bus-station by an 86-year-old 
    on her tricycle? 

2. Where would you see so many people on a bridge in mid-
afternoon, with three times that number after work hours?ber after work hours?

on a 

[This city of almost 60,000 has 26 
bridges over river and canals; 11 are 
for pedestrians and cyclists only, 11 
are for cars but have a designated 
cycle path, 4 only are for cars and 
with no cycle path but with a pavement 
on which cyclists may ride.]

ent 

 3.Where would you find apartment buildings where residents 
leave bikes without fear of their being stolen? 

4. Where would you find a primary school with so 
many bikes of teachers attending an after-school 
staff meeting? (All the primary children's bikes had 
                                  gone by the time this photo was taken).

5. Where would you see a cycle path in 
the main square? 
[This is just a small sample of all the bikes 
normally found parked in the square.]

6. Where would you 
find bikes for hire in 
the same square? 

7. Where would you find 
this bike park, one of 
three, in a city of 
just 108,000?

… Answers on 
page 8

8. Where also are all the 
buses fuelled by biogas?

Book review corner
You Can Win At Life! Unlock your potential and go for gold......... Steve Redgrave with Nick Townsend BBC Books
Sir Steven Redgrave is the British athlete who won five consecutive gold medals in his rowing career. Not much in common there! However he 
had to overcome illness and he reveals the secrets of planning to achieve small goals - These could be used in more common projects like 
losing a bit of weight: giving up smoking: which need the 'right sort of self motivation, vision and hard graft which he uses to achieve success,' 
against all the odds.
Telling his fantastic story, of how his Olympic team talked to other teams about their training, planned ahead and sometimes changed 
tactics, Steve then suggests the reader does the same before setting off or continuing some new project.  I found one of his most helpful tips 
was to ask for advice before setting up in business both from those who have succeeded and also those who have failed. His ideas could help 
those buying a house, planning a holiday, or a day's walking or cycling. Steve 'demonstrates that each one of us can reach our own personal 
goals and fulfil our dreams.'                                                                                   

A photographic puzzle for readers posed by Virginia Greasley



Here is a plan provided for Lucy by 
Tim Mellors showing the current 

Connect2 network for the area 
downstream of Foundry Bridge, Norwich.  

The Norwich Connect2 project is being 
progressed by a project team which 

includes the local authorities, Sustrans, 
and the developers of the Deal Ground 

and Utilities sites.

Below is the design drawing showing proposed layout changes 
at Newmarket Road / Leopold Road / Eaton Road

MEMO

Update from Consultations Officers 
Your consultation officers (Michael Dale and Lucy Hall) have been busy with no less than 
nine consultations since the AGM last November. 
Here's a selection:

- Contraflows: we recommended which one-way streets in the city 
centre should be changed to allow contraflow cycling.

- Wymer Street: we objected to the proposed housing on this car park, 
because of the impact on Wymer Street as a cycle route.

- Dereham Road Bus Rapid Transit: we supported the scheme in general 
and gave some comments for improving it.

- Joint Core Strategy: we raised objections to the final 
consultation, due to the 'fundamental' role of the NDR within it.

- Thorpe Road: we inspected the proposed changes near Cremorne Lane 
to facilitate the Connect2 link to Whitlingham.

- Newmarket Road / Eaton Road / Leopold Road: we objected to the proposed removal of 
a section of the bus lane.

We are currently drafting our recommendations for Cycle Parking Standards, part of a 
consultation by the City Council. These are the guidelines that tell housebuilders and 
developers of commercial property how and where to install parking facilities for 
residents, staff and visitors.
We're interested to hear from any member who has comments about private cycle parking. Do 
you live in a block of flats with residents' cycle parking? Or work in a workplace with 
cycle parking 
facilities? Or visit retail outlets by bike?  Can you let us know what works well or 
doesn't? What is the most important feature - overlooking, weather-proofing, a locked shed 
or cage, closeness to the main entrance, lighting? Is there a difference in the type of 
parking needed, depending on whether you're there all day or just visiting? Any comments 
welcome, please email them to consult.norwichcycling.camp@gmail.com by 16 March.
 The next stage will be actually getting the guidelines implemented - a much bigger task. 
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Looks like we may at last be getting a link to 
Fellowes Plain from St Stephen’s Road

SPOTTED IN NORWICH



Website: www.norwichcyclingcampaign.org         Email: info.norwichcyclingcampaign@gmail.com
Discussion group: norwichcycling@yahoogroups.com

Chairman (jointly held): Jeff Jordan (jeffjordan117@msn.com) & Virginia Greasley
Treasurer & Membership Secretary Bob Cutter (robert.cutter@mypostoffice.co.uk)
Consultations Officer (jointly held): Lucy Hall (01603 613440, consult.norwichcycling.camp@gmail.com) 

& Michael Dale
Webpage Editor: Oliver Stretton-Downes (oliver@s-downes.freeserve.co.uk)
Newsletter Compiler: Matthew Williams (mattwill75@hotmail.com)
Other committee members: Phyll Hardie, Fraser Tomsett, Sharon Schofield
Minute Taker Christine Wilson
Hon. Auditor Rachel Mold
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Norwich Cycling Campaign members’ meetings normally take place on the 3rd Thursday of the month in 
The Copeman Room, United Reformed Church, Prince’s Street (go down the ramp).  

       Forthcoming meetings:  17 March, 21 April, 19 May 2011.  All members welcome!

!! Deadline for material for Summer newsletter: 29 May 2011 !!

Norwich City Council (part time cycling officer): Tim Mellors (timmellors@norwich.gov.uk)

Contacts and Who’s Who 
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Any ideas? Sweden, of course. The first 6 photos were 
taken in Karlstad and the last two in Vasteras. One of 
the delights of Sweden is seeing people of all ages 
cycling, from the toddlers to the aged grandparents; 
and all are cycling because they feel safe; and they 
feel safe because cycling is considered a priority and 
city design is done to accommodate cyclists.

Where in the world 
was it…?

Where in the world 
was it…?

Campaign Website update (a message from Olly):
Our website – norwichcyclingcampaign.org has just recently clocked up its 15250 visitor (since April 
2006).  The site was given a cosmetic make-over by Joe Dillon in 2009. 
We now have a new “contacts” email address – info.norwichcyclingcampaign@gmail.com for all your 
enquiries and questions etc.  Please don’t hesitate to use it if you need to contact us or would like any 
cycle event or related news, publicised on our website.
In addition to useful links, we also have an archive of our quarterly newsletters on the site, which gives a 
very good idea of our campaigning issues and news.  Also on the website are to be found articles written 
by our members, our contact details and the dates of our monthly meetings (usually the third Thursday of 
the month, 7:30 p.m. in the Parlour Room, of the United Reform Church, Princess St).  Links to other 
campaign and bicycle user groups, plus the local CTC can also be found on our site.
Finally, please contact us if you have any suggestions regarding the website, want a link placed on the 
site or again if you want any cycle news or event put on it.

www.fillthathole.org.uk/

Nasty defect 
around metal 

cover at 
Newmarket Road

Sorted!
(for the time being anyway)

A ‘nice’ new patch

IT WORKS!
www.fillthathole.org.uk

IT WORKS!

72 hours later


